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_Faith and Works 


_.- {James 2: 17} 
By the Rev. George Roberts, Jr. 


is H, the sun gives warmth,” said the posi- | 
tive man ; 
‘* Yes, the sun gives warmth and light.” 
But he lowered his shades, and lighted his lamp, 
And lived as if it were night, 
And built him a fire and sat thereat, 
Enjoying its cheer so bright. 


‘ 


“e 

‘* Oh, the sun gives warmth and light indeed,” 
Said the man whose faith was true ; 

So he raised his shades, threw open his blinds, 
And let that sunshine through. 

What the lamp and fire for the other did 
He let the sunshine do. 

ENGLEWoop, N.. J. 








Unconquered in Defeat 

There is no beating the man whose spirit is as 
strong in defeat as in victory ; and that is the spirit 
that all may have who will. The typical American 
universities of to-day are winning reputations for 
possessing this unconquerable attitude. A stirring 
account, in the Yale Alumni Weekly, of the football 
game which Yale won this year after Princeton had 


held the lead until the game was two-thirds over, tells _ 


how: Princeton“ again: showed 'the spirit of which her 
every son may be proud, The game was finished ; Yale 
had won: ‘‘and up in the orange and black stands 
upwards of a thousand Princeton men, with heads un- 
covered, and standing up on the sloppy-wet seats, 
sang in the dusk of the rainy afternoon that saw their 
discomfiture, sang as Princeton men will sing, even in 
defeat, their stirring college song."’ A week later 


Yale was beaten by Harvard ; but after this game was 
over, says the New York Tribune, ‘Yale men were 
not laeking in ‘spirit, and the Yale hymn rang out 
clear and distinct above the uproar on the field."’ 
There is more real victory in such defeats than 


there would be in some victories. For nothing can 
prevent the man who thus wins in defeat from win- 
ning in victory later. 


Independent—of What? . 


There is no freedom in serving our own will. 
«*I usually carry a cigar with me,’’ said a man 
who smokes but little, ‘‘as a sort of declaration of 
independence.’ He means, ‘as evidence that I am 
not ready to be independent,’’ —but he would not have 
liked to put it just that way. To be independent of 
self is the only independence that brings real freedom. 
But independence of self is possible only by genuine 
bondage to One who is better than self. ‘Free, as 
bondservants,'’ said Peter. Happy is the man who is 
independent enough to be the slave of Christ. 


x 
When Refining Was Needed 


God knows just when specially severe affliction is 
needed, and he times its sending accordingly. We 
may not always feel that he has chosen the best time-; 
but we may safely trust him in this, Two men who 
bore heavy responsibilities, and who had come to a 
time so critical that their proper discharge of those re- 
sponsibilities meant the difference between failure and 
success for themselves and for many others, were both 
confronted, borne down, and well-nigh overcome, by 
entirely unforeseen and extraordinary affliction. Ask- 
ing each other why God had seen best to. permit this 
added burden, when their efficiency in his service so 
plainly demanded that they should be at their best, 


The Survival 


HE ‘survival of the fittest’’ is a fact as old as 
the law of cause and effect. It was proclaimed 
by our Lord when he said, ‘*‘ Unto every one that 

hath shall be given; but from him that hath not, even 
that which he hath shall be taken away from him.’’ 
Those individuals or species which were best adapted 
to their environment, or were capable of adaptation, 
lived, flourished, and advanced. . Those which were 
not, or could not be made to be, perished. One ob- 
serves the workings of the law everywhere, among 
plants and animals and men. —~ 

And yet there seem to be exceptions. We some- 
times find the survival of the unfit. Some who do 
not at all seem to display the qualities that match 
their surroundings are found not only to be surviving, 
but to be magnificently successful. We hear of a 
great leader, and picture to our imagination a being 
strong, robust, confident, self-assertive. | Ushered 
into his presence, we find a man weak of physique, 
stammering of tongue, mild of manner, an asthmatic 
skeleton, like William of Orange, an epileptic like 
Cesar, perhaps like Paul. The revulsion of the sur- 
prise is almost ludicrous, Yet these outward weak- 
nesses may hide a frame of steel, a heart of fire. 

Often the realization of unfitness is truer because 
it is by the man himself... He is entrusted by God or 
circumstance with honors and tasks and responsibil- 
ities, and he sees nothing in himself that measures 
up to them. He has to act like a man of iron ; he 
feels himself to be a man of lath. He is thrust into 
the battle, sword or spear in his hand, while every 
fiber of his nature protests against.it; The situation 
demands qualities that he knews>he does not-possess, 
Men insist on placing him ‘there, and he looks with 
incredulous wonder at them. Tigpid, retiring, self- 
distrustful, without popular giftS;he finds himself 
pushing some aggressive enterprise, some venture of 
daring boldness, perhaps in the teeth of bitter oppo- 






the only reasonable conclusion they could arrive at 
was that God had probably done this in order to im- 
prove the quality of their work at a time when quality 
was most needed. And the outcome seemed to justify 
their belief. God plans nothing but blessings for us 
all; but unswerving confidence in his love is our 
only sure title to the blessing. 


x 
Sincerity No Safeguard 


It is more important to be right than to be sin- 
cere. A man may be entirely sincere, and wofully 
mistaken ; and when he is, his sincerity helps him 
very little. The most that sincerity can do is to mit- 
igate a trifle our moral responsibility for our blunders ; 
it does not undo the effects of the blunders. The man 
who sincerely believes in the soundness of the worn- 
out rope by which he lets himself down from the top 
of a burning building is not, perhaps, to be counted a 
suicide when the rope breaks and the fall kills him ; 
but his sincerity does not bring him back to life. A 
little more care, on his part, in examining the rope, 
might have saved his life. Too many people count 
sincerity the supreme virtue. They pride themselves 
so much on their sincerity that it does not occur to 
them that they may be-sincerely mistaken, or that, if 
they are, they may get hurt by it. :. They are so pleased 
with their sincerity that they: won't take the trouble to 
investigate its soundness and basis. Particularly is 
this true in matters of religion. But the hour cometh, 
and now is, when men shall worship, not. only in 
sincerity, but in érwth, +‘ for such doth the Father 
seek to be his worshippers:.”’ 


of the Unfit 


sition, as if his face were indeed the flint he knows 
himself not to be, Perhaps a quiet man, a domes- 
tic man, a man of peace, he is forced to be a warrior, 
a world-traveler, a man of affairs. And in observing 
others we are at a loss, again and again, to under- 
stand how. equipments. such as theirs couid be en- 
trusted with such endeavors. We could have chosen 
a thousand men better adapted to the situation, Yet 
strange to relate, those who seem, and feel themselves, 
and are, so tremendously unfit, are not only managing 
to live, but are conspicuously ‘‘ making good.’’ 

Is it all a travesty of the law, or at least an over- 
riding of it? Is God’s world topsy-turvy, and the 
law of cause and effect sometimes operative and 
sometimes not ? 

That men may for their own good know the true 
sources of power, God purposes to show mankind 
that Jehovah can save with many or with few, and 
can make the weak things of the world confound the 
mighty. Let the successful man reflect on that ! 
Perhaps he is simply a modern and. conspicuous in- 
stance of God’s power to make a thing that is not as 
though it were. It may be very often that the Father, 
willing to show at once his power and his grace, 
chooses to let his lightnings flash through a thing of 
clay. ‘" But God is not a God-of caprice, and it will 


. be found, if we look far enough, that some thread of 


character, found or made by God, ran through the 
clay, and conducted the divine electricity to its goal. 

These cases may simply reveal to us the fact that 
God's estimate, infinitely more accurate,~is also very 
different:from ours. Few people are strong where 
they think they are, and very often men are not weak 
where they think they are. Two confessors were 
facing the great’ ordeal ‘of: martyrdom. One feared 
greatly that his courage would fail and that he would 
dishonor his Lord. The other was sure he never 
could. In the face of the flame they changed places. 
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Our estimate of our own ability and fitness goes 
oftener astray, no doubt, in the direction of exaggera- 
tion, but sometimes it is the other way, and some- 
times both. Not few have been the authors who have 
scorned the ‘‘ potboilers,’’ in which their most splen- 
didly effective work was done, while they chased 
ridiculously some phantom of a ‘‘masterpiece."’ A 
man can often have no worse judge of his abilities 
than himself. Therefore if a man find himself, by 
no eager self-seeking of his own, in a place for which 
he feels himself inadequate, why not assume that He 
who placed him there knows his size best, and will 
not desert him in his task? ‘‘ Behold, I have made 
thee this day a fortified city, and an iron pillar, and 
brazen walls.'’ The brass of God's making is worth 
a thousandfold the ‘‘natural’’ variety. 

It is plain, moreover, that in most things fitness 
is not so much a matter of equipment as of will- 
power, What we do and are depends little upon our 
equipment, much upon how we use our-equipment. 
Power ties deeper than in equipment. Men do not 
see with the eye, however dull or however delicate ; 
they see with the brain. They do not see even with 
the brain; they see with the mind. In the last 
analysis they do not see with the mind ; they see with 
the will, The old skit at the evolutionist told a great 
story nevertheless : 


‘* A deer with a neck that was longer by half 
Than the rest of his family’s—try not to laugh — 
By stretching and stretching became a giraffe, 

Which nobody can deny.”’ 


We develop new organs or make the old ones over. 
The will runs new ves through the brain, almost 
literally makes itself a brain to its own order. Fitness, 
within limits, lies not in the wit, nor in the weight, 
but in the will. Wilt thou? 

And some of us may comfort ourselves in the 
thought that simple proximity is one of the greatest 
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elements of fitness. There is everything in being on 
the ground. A thing at hand is vastly better for 
God's purposes than a thing a thousand miles away. 
The man seems to a good many of us, and to himself, 
like the jawbone of an ass, or even the ass itself, cer- 
tainly no better than an ox-goad ; but the Philistines 
are here, and the battle is on,—and the battle is won. 
Therefore no man need spend much time in under- 
estimating himself, or in estimating himself at all, or in 
bewailing his own weakness and looking for the thou- 
sand men who no doubt are far superior to him. All 
that is neither here nor there, since he is here and 
they are there. God knows where he is, and has put 
this upon him. Who is he that he should question ? 
Let him push on, knowing that he is just the one man 
for that task, since he is the one man who is in it. 
And let us remember that no man radiates force ; 
hé simply transmits it. He is not a source; he is a 
channel. . The reason :why.God.so conspicuously uses 
the ‘‘unfit’’ is because they are the more willing 
channels of his force. They are the poor in spirit. 


They are not forever thrusting themselves in the way, | 


and shutting him out.’ They ‘‘ give God a chance,"’ 
Their very sense of unfitness casts them upon God's 
strength, and removes the obstacles that hinder his 
power, —pride and self-will and self-direction.. Their 
very agony of helplessness is the condition of his help. 
He found them, or made them, more willing to be 
made the channels of his grace. 

The survival of the unfit?) Can there be a more 
magnificent picture of fitness than this? ' Behold this 
man, chosen by God rather than by himself, equipped, 
not with accomplishments and ‘powers, but with will 
and purpose, surrendering his own judgment, pleas- 
ure, self-estimate, at the call of need, which is the 
call of God, ready to do the thing that lies at hand, 
in touch with God and surrendered to him. . Do these 
‘‘exceptions prove the rule’’? They are the rule— 
at its highest. 6) He 





The Right and Wrong of Santa Claus 


Long before Christmas Day arrives, the question 
of ‘‘Santa Claus,’’ and how the old gentleman shall 
be treated, is a very practical and very important one 
in every Christian home blessed with a child. The 
subject was discussed here last December, with the 
result that some letters were received which were too 
late for profitable consideration then, but which may 
well be taken up now. A California reader wrote : 


It was with much sadness that we read your reply to the 
Santa Claus question. Several years ago that subject was dis- 
cussed in this city, among Sunday-school workers, members 
of mothers’ clubs, etc. The thoughtful Christians who have 
Studied it have decided not to use the name ‘Santa Claus"’ 
any more, but to teach the trusting little ones that it is through 
Jesus that we receive all the blessings of Christmas. 


Another reader from the same state made this protest : 


I read in a recent issue of the Times your reply to a ques- 
tion concerning the use of Santa Claus in connection with 
Christmas festivities, Am much surprised at the position you 
take. You assume that Santa Claus is really essential because 
of the happiness he brings into the lives of the children. 
Should we yield to the gratification of childhood when such 
sanction endangers the faith of the children—when it is after- 
ward necessary to unteach the reality of this heathen god? 
This revelation is a sore disappointment to the young life, as 
I have frequently known to be the case, wrecking their simple 
faith in religion. As now celebrated in many churches, Santa 
Claus is the central theme, the object of adoration, Jesus’ birth 
and its sweet and blessed relations. to our life and its deep 
meaning to us ronap oe weg tm and largely lost because of 
the heathen Santa Claus. 


From the other side of the continent, and squarely 
on the other side of the question, writes a correspond- 
ent in the District of Columbia : 

It cannot possibly be a sin to lead a child to believe in a 
** Santa Claus."" Did not Christ, our Saviour, draw illustra- 
tions for us in parables? Some persons have said that he told 
untruths in relating them, and thereby deceived. Is our faith 
any the less for this ‘‘ figurative’ manner of speech ? 

Not to realize the joys of writing to Santa Claus, and look- 
ing forward to his coming from Christmas to Christmas, would 
rob a child of the sweetest experience in life. Some call it a 
deception on the parents’ part, but, had I to live the pleasures 
of childhood’s days over again, I would want to be deceived 
in the same old sweet way. Long live Santa Claus ! 

The Sunday School Times does not believe in lying, 
—not even to children on our Lord’s birthday. Nor 
does it think that it is well to cause a child to believe 
in something, or some one, that does not exist, and 
thereby deliberately plan for a later disillusionment 
of the child, and a severe shaking of the child’s con- 
fidence in the parent or teacher who did the deceiving. 
Christ's use of parables has nothing in common with 





the Santa Claus. deception. His parables were not 
told for the purpose of deceiving, nor did, they de- 
ceive ; the Santa Claus story is told for the purpose 
of deceiving, and it does deceive,—when handled in 
the way that District of Columbia reader suggests. 

On the other hand, The Sunday School Times is 
ready to say in all heartiness, with that reader, ‘‘ Long 
live Santa Claus!'’ It believes in the innocent joy 
that children may have, and ought to have, at the 
Christmas season, through acquaintance with the rosy- 
cheeked old saint who slips down the chimney of even 
a steam-heated apartment-house home. But the 
principle that the Times has long stood for is this : 

It is not right, and it is not necessary, to de- 
ceive children in order to let them enjoy the Santa 
Claus myth. Let thein be told about him exactly as 
they are told about fairies and hobgoblins. Then 
they will not be deceived. Children are quick to sense 
the ‘* make-believe,’’ and they enjoy it quite as much 
as the real,—often more. They need not be told that 
Santa Claus 1s only imaginary,—such literalness is 
wholly unnecessary, and would be as brutal as to tell 
a little girl that her dolly is not alive. The sympa- 
thetic parent's look and tone of voice are enough ; 
the child knows the difference between ‘‘ make- 
believe ’’ and real, and will enter into the spirit of the 
myth as enthusiastically as if Santa were present in 
the flesh. But the child will be saved the disappoint- 
ment and shattering of confidence that otherwise in- 
evitably come to some, at least, of those who are lied 
to about Santa Claus. Many a grown-up child to-day 
can testify to the sorrow that was hers when the truth 
about a believed-in Santa Claus was first learned. 

Those who would shut out Santa Claus entirely 
from child-life make the mistake of assuming that 
we must choose between Santa Claus and Christ. No 
such choice is necessary. If it were, then Santa Claus 
would have to go. But the most joyous homes are 
those in which Christmas is honored as the birthday 
ot the Christ-child, and Santa Claus is welcomed as 
a holiday myth. Those who have followed The Sun- 
day School Times’ vigorous campaign during the last 
fifteen years or more, urging Sunday-schools to base 
the Christmas anniversary on the Christ-child princi- 
ple that it.is ‘* more blessed to give than to receive,’’ 
realize where the Times.stands on the duty of honor- 
ing Christ in the Christmas observance. A broadside 
of helps to such observance in the Sunday-school is 
given in this issue, on: pages 614 to 616. 
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The Editor was brought up in a home where the 
Christ spirit pervaded the Christmas season, and yet 
where there was plenty of harmless, innocent fun 
over Santa Claus. The ‘‘pagan god’’ was never any- 
thing but a myth to the children, but he was none 
the less enjoyed on that account. The Christ spirit 
at Christmas time ought never to be, and need never 
be, interfered with by the proper use of the Santa 
Claus myth. It is only when it is improperly used 
that harm results. 

x 


When Is God’s Anger Kindled ? 


We know that God is never ‘‘angry’’ as men, 
are ; but we know also that any form of opposition to 
God’s love and God's will, which is only another way 
of describing sin, meets with God's infinite displeasure. 
And this is what the Bible evidently refers to when it 
speaks of God's ‘‘anger.’’ Here is a case, however, 
where God's anger seems very hard to understand. 
A Manitoba clergyman writes : 


I wish that in The Sunday School Times, the value of which 
is to me inestimable (I am a Methodist minister), you would 
express your views on the following Scripture: Numbers 
22:20, ‘‘If the men are come to oa thee, rise u  £° with 
them’’; and verse 22: ‘‘And God's anger was kindled be- 
cause he went."’ 

I know not how to explain permission to go and the Divine 
anger aroused because he went. 


It looks, as one reads the Bible story, just as the 
correspondent expresses it. Balaam was being sought 
after, by messengers from the king of Moab, to curse 
the children of Israel. He had consulted Jehovah, 
and Jehovah had forbidden the curse. Other mes- 
sengers came back from the king, and begged Balaam 
again for the curse. Again Balaam consulted Jehovah, 
and this time was told to rise up and go with the men 
if they were come to call him,—‘‘ dut only the word 
which I speak unto thee, that shalt thou do.’* The 
next we know, Balaam has gone with the messengers, 
and God is angry with him ‘* because he went’’ ! 

Why ?. Well, not because Balaam had done God's 
will. Of that we need be in nodoubt. Only because 
Balaam had done something that was contrary to 
God's will, was God angry. Some commentators 
suggest that God was displeased at Balaam’s asking 
him a second time about the curse, and that the per- 
mission to go with the messengers was only a conces- 
sion to Balaam’s hardness of heart, which Balaam 
ought not to have acted upon. On the other hand, it 
is interesting to note that later, when an angel with 
drawn sword blocked Balaam’s path, the angel ex- 
plained that this was done because ‘thy way is per- 
verse,’’ or, as the margin gives it, ‘‘headlong.’’ In 
other words, Balaam’s headlong spirit or manner in 
going with the men may have been the cause of Jeho- 
vah’s anger. 

The Bible leaves out a good many details that we 
think we would like to know. But the Bible tells us 
enough about God to assure us that God is not only 
reasonably just, but unreasonably loving, and is 
never displeased save with sin. We may rest down 
hard on this knowledge, and not be disturbed when 
our translated Bible record seems to suggest anything 


to the contrary. 
se 


The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
December 7 to December 13 


MoN.—Eternal God, I bless thee that although thy way is 
in the sea, thy righteousness is like the great mountains. | 
bless thee that even in the mysteries I may be assured of thy 
faithfulness. ‘Ihe darkness is as full of love as the day, and 
the thick cloud is only the robe of thy grace. 

‘TUES.—My Father in heaven, I pray thee to give me a vision 
of the great white throne. Deepen my life in serious rever- 
ence. Let me move about as one who is conscious of the sub- 
limities, and let my. life be redeemed from all flippancy. 

WED.—Heavenly Father, I look to thee for stren for the 
day’s task. I bless thee for my assurance that I shail not look 
in vain. Thou hast given the oy and thou wilt give the 

wer and the grace. Let me believe in thee with all my 

eart, and let me walk with sacred and fruitful trust. 

‘THURS.—Eternal God, wilt thou implant within me the 
hunger for holiness? Let not my life become the victim of 
small ambition. Let me not be consumed by any mean and 
petty purposes, Let my heart pant after the water-brooks, 
even the wells of salvation. 

FRI.—Eternal God, jet my day be spent in fruitful trust. 
Give me strength and to spare, that I may share it with my 
brethren. Give me the spirit of self-sacrifice that I may be 
willing to bleed for others. Let me go about as a ministering 
child of the highest. : 

SaT.—Most gracious God, wilt thou tune my heart to sing 
thy praise? Redeem my life from the discord of murmuring 
and complaint. Let there be a new sense of thy mercy in order 
that my lips may be filled with thy praise. 

SuN.—Almighty God, the Father of our spirits, I pray that 
we may gaze upon thy glory in the face of Jesus Christ.. Give 
us keener consciousness of thy presence, and help us to find 
our joy in the Lord. Lift upon us the light of thy countenance. 
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ILLIAM MITCHELL RAMSAY, who is partly 
of Scotch, partly of Irish, descent, was born at 
Glasgow, Scotland, in 1851. He was educated 

principally in the north of Scotland, at Aberdeen, a 
city which then had a great reputation for education, 
as it still has. In.due course he passed to Aberdeen 

‘ University, where he distinguished himself by taking 
a prominent part in athletics and in the Literary 
Society, as well as in the studies of the university. He 
crowned his career there by taking first class honors in 
classics in 1871, as the most distinguished student of 
his year in that subject. 

Proceeding ‘to Oxford as a scholar of St. John's 
College, he gained first class honors there in both 
sections of the-classical examinations, He also read 
widely outside the prescribed subjects, and amassed a 
large library, not neglecting at the same time the 
athletic side of university life.- His achievements 
there areall the more remarkable when it is considered 
that the Oxford climate has never suited ‘his constitu. 
tion. 

On leaving the univetsity he undertook a long ‘na 
thorough ‘study of the Bible, having obtained: advice 

from. his friend, the learned Robertson Smith, as to 
the best hélps in the study. The impulse to this pro- 


ceeding, rather uncommon among British classical | 


students, is perhaps in part traceable to an enthusiastic 
admiration for Paul, derived from a study of his Epistle 
to the Galatians in Bishop Lightfoot's edition, a com- 
pulsory piece of work binding upon the undergraduates 
of his year. About this time also he studied the 
Sanskrit language under the great Professor Benfey at 
Gottingen. 

During all this period, when he was laying these 
broad foundations for future work, there had been 
steadily growing in his mind a passion for the problem 

of the interrelation of, East, and West, a problem, that 
“45 ever with us in Europe, and which must inevitably 
; be worked out repeatedly on the plains of Asia Minor, 
“a sort of ebb and flow, where now the ‘Oriental, now 
the Occidental, spirit dominates. The hour found the 
gan... A gentleman interested in archeology con- 
ferred a ‘studentship on the University of Oxford, and 
the electors appointed Mr, Ramsay to the position. 

This happened in 1880. It was no small courage 
which this intrépid man displayed. He had been 

married for considerably over a year to his country- 
woman, Miss Agnes Marshall, and all prudence would 
have counseled the obtaining of some lucrative posi- 
tion in this country, as this description cannot be ap- 
plied to the assistantship | in Greek which he held at 
his old University of Aberdeen during the later seven- 
lies. But he journeyed with his wife to Asia Mipor, 
and aided 4nd accompanied by the late Sir*Charles 
Wilson, administrator, engineer, and scholar, began 
that career of exploration which is still going on, and 
in all probability. will only cease with his life. 

Early results were so encotiraging that it was pos- 
sible to send Mr. Ramsay. forth. year afteryear to Asia 
Minor, and very few years have passed since that time 
in which he has fiot set foot in that country. In 1885 
he was elected to the newly founded Lincoln Pro- 
fessorship of Archeology at Oxford, and for one year 
lectured there with great acceptance,: principally on 
Greek art, which had claimed his interest to some 
‘considerable extent. He was elected in the year 1886 
to the Professorship of Humanity at Aberdeen, and 
had now obtained an established position, which made 
him at last independent of the tricks of fortune. _ This 
position he still holds and adorns. By the terms of 
his appointment he is not required to lecture during 
the months of April to September inclusive, and half 
of this period he generally spends in Asia Minor, ex- 
tending his knowledge in a department of which he 
has been for some time indisputably the greatest living 
master. 

It is impossible to attempt here to summarize what 
he has done for our knowledge of that country through- 
out all periods of its history. We may just mention 
one great event which took place in the early days of 
exploration (1883) : the discovery of the actual tomb- 
stone of St. Abercius, bishop of Hieropolis early in 
the third century, on which the visit of that bishop to 
Rome and Nisibis, bearing everywhere the writings of 
the. Apostle Paul in his hand, is recorded. 

Professor. Ramsay has. delivered special lectures 





Sir William M. Ramsay, Explorer 


By Professor Alexander Souter, D.Litt. 





Copyright by Eliott and Fry, London 
SIR WILLIAM M, RAMSAY 


The remarkable life-story of one who may well 
“oe called. the. master. of the history of Asia 
Minor, and the greatest living student and in- 
terpreter of Paul and the Early Christian 
Church. Professor Ramsay will write every 
‘week during 1909 in The Sunday School Times 
on the teachings and the historical setting of the 
International lessons, the year being devoted to 
the study. of the Acts and the Epistles. — 








three times at Mansfield College, Oxford, an institu- 
tion in which he has taken the greatest interest from 
the beginning. He visited the United States with 
Mrs. Ramsay in 1894, and delivered the Levering 
lectures in Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, and 
the Morgan lectures in Auburn Theological Seminary. 
Of individual lectures the number he has delivered can- 
not be counted. 

Honors have showered in upon him. He received 
the D.C. L. of Oxford in 1894, the LL. D. of St. Andrews 
in 1895, and since that time has received the Litt. D. 
of Cambridge and the LL.D. of Glasglow. He holds 
also the D.D. of Edinburgh, a distinction rarely con- 
ferred on a layman. The climax of his distinctions 
was reached in 1906, when His Majesty King Edward 
VII, on the advice of the Prime Minister, Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, conferred upon him the honor 
of knighthood, which has hardly ever been given for 
literary or historical scholarship in Great Britain. 

In appearance Sir William is rather under the aver- 
age height, but holds, his somewhat spare figure erect. 
His handsome and medium-sized head is well-set on 
his shoulders. His characteristic expression of coun- 
tenance in repose is at once serious and kindly; when 
this repose is broken one is often privileged to see a 
smile of rare beauty and sweetness. His hair is turn- 
ing from gray to white. Recurrent attacks of malarial 
fever, the price one has to pay for exploration in a back- 
ward country, depress him at times. He is a spare 
eater, and a non-smoker. In dress he studies com- 
fort principally. He believes in retiring early to rest, 
especially as he is rather a poor sleeper, and knows 
the benefit of securing some rest before midnight. 
He takes regular exercise, sometimes walking, some- 
times cycling. In manner heis modest and retiring, and 
is little of a talker. Yet he has a splendid knowledge 
of men, which has contributed greatly to his success in 
life. Perhaps his most distinguished characteristic is 
his abundant energy and restless enthusiasm, which 
suffer him to waste no particle of time or any other 


valuable possession’: Of few men: can it be said that 
they have known so well how to seize their opportun- 
ties. Connected with this quality is his power of 
abstracting himself from uncongenial surroundings 
and immediately and continuously occupying his at- 
tention with work. He is always in deadly earnest, 
turning over and over in his mind by day and night 
the problems to which his life is devoted. Yet this is 
no evil self-absorption, and co-exists with an extreme 
willingness to help others. He knows well what it is 
to be a scholar whose opinion and learning are much 
in request at home and abroad. 

As a University professor, he had at the beginning 
to contend with an inherent difficulty in expressing 
himself; which is not peculiar to him ‘amiong men of 
deep learning.* ‘Long expetience -in ‘lecturing ‘and 
writing have caused this difficulty to disappéar. The 
main trend of his influence in teaching has been to 
draw away students from mere absorption in verbal 
scholarship, the study of the Latin language as a 
storehouse of words and idioms, to the larger life of 
the ancient world. He had a great deal of prejudice 
in this direction to conquer. The tradition in the 
north of Scotland was against him, and students of 
sixteen to nineteen years of age seemed in the early 
days irritated at not getting the pabulum they expected 
served up to them. Many of these have told a very 
different story when they had been out in the world a 
year or two after leaving the University. They have 
then recognized that his influence on them was of the 
greatest and the best. 

In later years large classes ef students, reading for 
a pass degreé, have listened spellbound to such lec- 
tures on the history and geography of the Roman 
Empire as are nowhere else to eard in the-world. 
For though Professor Ramsay is a specialist in Asia 
Minor, he has, in the. throes -of -the effort te acquire 
his Special knowledge, atthin'ed a knowledge of Roman 
life and administration in general which is probably 
unsurpassed. Not only his knowledge, but his en- 
couragement, his home; and: his library;-are at the 
disposal of those of -thé students who would devote 
their 'lives:to learning.’ Happy also are those who, as 


‘his assistants inthe work of the’ Latin:department, are 


encouraged by him to work out the. best that is in 
them without unnecessary interference. He has 
founded a school of Aberdeen Asia Minor research- 
ers, among whom Mr. .J..G.-C. Anderson of Christ 
Church, Oxford; Miss’ A. Margaret Ramsay, M.A., 
his eldest daughter, now University Lecturer in Ro- 
man History at Aberdeen; Professor T. Callander of 
Kingston, Ontario; and Mr. W. M. Calder of Oxford 
University, have already attained distinction. 

Readers of The Sunday School Times are mainly 
interested in Sir William’s contributions to New Tes- 
tament learning. It is necessary to point out that 
with him these are an aside, and in this fact lies 
their especial value. He is not atheologian. He is 
an investigator of Roman history, who found that he 
had to use the New Testament, particularly the Acts 
of the Apostles, just as he had to use other books in 
the study of his great subject, the history of Asia 
Minor. He began by accepting the critical theories 
of the Tiibingen school in Germany, that the book of 
Acts is a work of the second century. As such he 
endeavored to use it for the information it contains 
about Asia Minor. Then he made the startling dis- 
covery that its information did not fit in at all with 
the knowledge derived from other sources, such as 
inscriptions on stone, belonging to that period. He 
saw that it could only fit into the first century, that 
the narrative presupposed a state of affairs which ex- 
isted in the first century, but had been entirely changed 
by the second century. 

The first book he published.appeared in the end of 
1890, ‘‘ The Historical Geography of Asia Minor,’’ 
which ‘must be consulted by all who desire minute 
information on the localities of that country. Already 
in 1888 he had, at the pressing insistence of Dr. 
Robertson Nicoll, the editor, begun to write for The 
Expositor on subjects connected with the New Testa- 
ment and early Christianity. 

His second book appeared in the spring of 1893, 
‘The Church in the Roman Empire ‘before A.D. 
170.’" In this work, which has passed through some 
ten éditions, he provides the most exact account 
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available of the journeys of St. Paul in Asia Minor. 
Previous writers on this subject had had to depend on 
accounts of other travelers, He himself depends on 
his own visits to the places themselves, and thus im- 
parts a freshness and accuracy toe the work otherwise 
unattainable, The second part of the book considers 
in detail the relations between the Church and the 
Roman State down to A.D. 170, being a full com- 
mentary of the highest importance on the slender his- 
torical data which have come down to us. In this 
work first appeared his advocacy of the ‘‘ South Gala- 
tian'’ theory of the destination of the Epistle to the 
Galatians, —namely, that it was written to the churches 
of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. 
This theory was almost moribund at the time he took 
it up, but by his fresh advocacy of it he has galvan- 
ized it into new life, and it is now the accepted 
theory of most in the United States as well as Great 
Britain.’ ¢ 

In 1894 appeared his ‘‘St. Paul, the Traveller and 
the Roman Citizen,’’ where he accompanies the apos- 
tle on his journeys as related in Acts, following the 
narrative step by step, and discovering in St. Luke a 
historian of the first magnitude. This was indeed a 
revolution, as previously scholars who did not despise 
Luke outright took it upon themselves to apologize 
for his method and ‘‘errors.'’ This work has also 
had the greatest success, a success again in great part 
due to the freshness which a writer of authority.in a 
field usually regarded as external to New Testament 
study can impart to that subject. 

In 1895 and 1897 appeared the two parts of the 

first volume of the greatest work of his life, ‘‘ The 
’ Cities and Bishoprics of Phrygia'’ (Oxford: 792 
pages). This work is the true successor of the ‘‘ His- 
torical Geography of Asia Minor,'’ and is not so 
directly concerned with the needs of New Testament 
students as his other works, It is to be feared that 
this book will never be completed as _ originally 
planned, and it is- well that students of the New Tes- 
tament should know that it is at the price of the great 
poe sy of students of ancient history through- 
out the world: that they are being provided ‘with -a 
succession of valuable helps from Sir Williath’s pen. 

‘Was Christ Born in Bethlehem? A Study on the 
Crosibiity, of St.. Luke*’ appeared. in 1898, - This 
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work-is a further sympathetic study of Luke's histor- 
ical method, and a special exposition of the portions 


dealing with the birth of Christ. This was the first 


work in which the important discovery of evidence 
for a census every fourteen years in the province of 
Egypt was brought into connection with the important 
and difficult passage, Luke 2: 1-3. The correctness 
of Sir William's view has been since confirméd by the 
discovery of a regulation in Egypt ordering people 
to their own homes for the census (comp. v. 3). 

‘‘A Historical Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Galatians’’ appeared in 1899. This work con- 
tains not only the best account of the history of Gala- 
tia (district and province) down to New Testament 
times, but also a detailed historical exposition of this 
difficult epistle. 

ln 1902, after traveling in the Holy Land, he wrote 
the ‘‘Education of Christ,’’ a sympathetic study of 
the early days of our Lord, 

His mosi recent works are ‘‘ Letters to the Seven 
Churches of Asia’’ (1904), ‘‘ Pauline Studies’’ (1906), 
and ‘‘The Cities of St. Paul’’ (1907). In the first he 
brings his unrivaled historical knowledge of the local- 


ities, all of-which he has visited, to the illustratiun of. 


the seven letters, with most striking and illuminating 
results. In the second he reprints a number of 
papers connected with Paul, among these one in 
which he proved that in Romans 11 Paul was refer- 
ring to an actual practise of ancient olive-culture, 
though even orthodox commentators had inferred that 
Paul was mistaken, Another paper gives a chronol- 
ogy of Paul's life and writings, revised from that in 
his ‘‘St. Paul the Traveler.’’ The last volume is 
concerned with Tarsus, Pisidian Antioch, Lystra, and 
Derbe, and everything which can be collected about 
them is put before the reader in the most graphic and 
interesting way. In this volume there are also inter- 
esting general papers on Paul himself. All these 
works are provided with illustrations. A volume of 
‘* Pauline and Lukan Studifes’’ is announced as about 
to appear, and it is understood ‘that all these works 
are preparations for a magnum opus, in which he will 
put together everything that his special studies can 
contribute toward the understanding of the life and 
epistles of the great apostle to-the Gentiles. 

MansFIELD CoLixrce; Oxforp, ENGLAND. 
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- Président Roosevelt. on More Strong Men 


A letter from the President to Mr, John R, . Mott, General 
Secretary of the World’s Student Christian Federation 





Note by Mr. Mott.—When the need, based on actual facts, of more men—the ablest and 

most vigorous type of men—for Christian leadership, was brought to the attention of 

President Roosevelt, and his aid was asked in bringing that need before the young men in 

our universities and colleges, he was greatly impressed, and without hesitation consented to 

help. He wrote the following letter, which makes its own irresistible appeal for service in 
Church and nation. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


. ‘ OCTOBER 12, 1908. 
MY DEAR Mr, Morr: 

I very earnestly sympathize with the plea 
you make, in ‘* The Future Leadership of the Church,’’ 
for the strongest and best trained young men to turn 
themselves more and more toward the leadership of 
the aggressive forces that make for Christianity. It is 
a matter of grave concern that in the United States, 
especially, there should be a tendency in the number 
of students at the leading graduate tlieological schools 
to fall off at the very time that the communicant mem- 
bership of the churches is markedly increasing. In- 
deed, this question of recruiting the ranks of the 
Christian ministry.is one of world-wide interest and 
concern, But Ido not speak only of ministers. I 
speak of ali who také part in a broad and catholic 
spirit in work for the essentials ‘of Christianity, of all 
who without regard to differences of sect will join with 
one another, and indeed with all good men in what- 
ever way they worship their Creator, to bring nearer 
the reign of righteousness and of brotherly kindness 
on this earth. 

Small, narrow, onesided men, no matter how ear- 
nest, cannot supply leadership for the moral and reli- 
gious forces which alone can redeem nations. They 
can do good in their own way; but in addition to 
them, and especially for this particular work, the 
strongest are needed—men of marked personality 


who to tenderness add force and grasp, who show 
capacity for friendship, and who to a fine character 
unite an intense moral and spiritual enthusiasm. 

Particularly do we need such forces in a nation like 
ours, which on the one hand in many places is only 
just emerging from the old pioneer conditions, and 
which on the other hand has developed to a peculiar 
degree the tense and highly complex industrialism 
which is characteristic of the present age of the world. 
In the growth of our people westward across this con- 
tinent, a place the importance of which cannot be 
overestimated is filled by the heroic, self-denying, 
militant characters who constitutéd the pioneer Chris- 
tian ministry, who laid deep the foundations for the 
Christian commonwealths which have grown up in the 
West, the Northwest, and the Southwest. Our terri- 
tories and our new states are still plastic ;- they are 
still near enough the pioneer days to be in the forma- 
tive period ; and it is of transcendent importance that 
the highest Christian ideals shall dominate and deter- 
mine their civilization. 

But it is at least as important that this should be 
true also of the older states. Every great city calls 
with insistent longing for leaders able and willing to 
suffer and fight, to show fortitude and daring, to grap- 
ple with iron will and undaunted front the terrible 
évils that grow up where men are crowded together, 
where life is led under a constant and feverish strain, 
where great wealth and biting poverty jostle one an- 
other. The service can be rendered in the ministry, 
as I have known it to be rendered by Protestant clergy- 
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men and Catholic priest, aye, and by Jewish rabbi, or 

it can be rendered by laymen, by such men as Jacob | 
Riis, by many a man and woman whom I could name, 

who, with ‘infinite self-devotion, with love for man- 

kind, but with a wisdom which prevents this love from 

becoming hysterical or sentimental, work steadily for 

the uplifting of their kind. 

The field for work is very broad and very diversi- 
fied, and those who work in it are all too few. Im- 
migrants come to our shores by the million to begin 
here a new life. They have been torn up by the roots 
from their ancient associations, and such uprooting 
gives peculiar opportunities to the powers of evil. 
Every possible effort should be made, for their sakes 
and for ours too, to supply new ties of morality, of 
religion, of honorable obligation as between man and 
man, to replace the old ties they have sundered. In 
the country districts, too, there is peculiar need for 
the Church to serve as a revivifying ethical and social 
influence, and to do its part in giving broader oppor- 
tunities for interest and usefulness in country life ; and 
to do this will help put a stop to the unhealthy drift 
toward the cities. We have a-vast missionary respon- 
sibility, not only in the Philippines, but in Asia and 
Africa as well, Moreover, all clergymen, all laymen 
who thoroughly believe that the-tree is to be judged 
by its fruits, that religion and Christianity cannot 
prosper unless they result in moral uplift and social 
betterment, are in honor bound to try to furnish lead- 
ership in every social movement for the self-mastery of 
the individual, for the uplifting of mankind. This 
means that ever before us there will be the problem of 
working, with fervor but with broad tolerance and char- 
ity, so that religion may find its expression in an upright 
and useful life. There must be union and co-operation 
among all good men who wish to see the spirit of true 
Christianity given practical. expression in accordance 
with the biblical precept that ‘* by their fruits ye shall 
know them.'’ There are opportunities of note in the 
world for all. such men, be they clergymen or laymen. 

Grave responsibilities rest upon them. Danger and 
work challenge.them to action. Let the challenge |be 
accepted. .The work to be done is not easy.,, No 
work worth doing ever is easy. The fight for, right- 
eousness, the effort to realize the kingdom. of God! im 
this world, is fraught with infinite hardship: and risk, 
with’ the certainty of wearisome labor and discourage- 
ment, with danger. to, all. who “are ‘feeble “and “faint; 
hearted... It is because of this very fact that the best, 
the most resolute, and the most.daring spirits, should 
listen to the summons which calls them to the life of 
effort and conflict. - We ask that men of heroic tem- 
per undertake the great adventure. We ask it for the 
very reason that the work thus undertaken necessitates 
the sacrifice of self-interest. Heroic deeds are to ‘be 
done in this struggle, and we ask for heroic men to 
come forward and do them. The trumpet call is the 
most inspiriting of all. sounds, because it summons 
men to spurn ease and self-indulgence and timidity, 
and bids them forth to the field where they must dare 
and do and die at need: So now the call of duty to 
undertake this great spiritual adventure, this work for 
the betterment of mankind, should ring in the ears of 
young men who are. high of heart and gallant of soul, 
as a challenge to turn to the hard life of labor and 
tisk which is so infinitely well worth living. 


Sincerely yours, 


| ‘dpe 
Old Texts With New Meanings 


By the Rev. Herbert W. Horwill, M.A. 
‘** Woe unto the world because of offences !’?—Matt. 18: 7. 


HE word ‘‘ offence’’ has so changed its meaning 
since the days of King James that ‘occasions 
___of stumbling,’’ into which it was changed by 
the Revisers, is a decided improvement. Yet even 
this rendering does not reproduce exactly the original 
metaphor. . The Greek word thus translated meant 
the stick of a trap,—the piece of wood to which the 
bait is attached. -As soon as the animal nibbles at 
this, a catch is released and the door is closed. The 
man who puts temptation in the way of another acts 
the part of a bait-stick. Our Lord’s mention of the 
hand and the eye inthis connection indicates that 
things which are in themselves not merely harmless 
but useful may, in certain conditions, become. incite- 
ments to evil. A piece of cheese is a wholesome and 
nourishing thing, but at the end of a bait-stick it may 
be fatal to the mouse. 
New York Ciry. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13 (: Kings 8) 







By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 


Getting Started in Class 


HO in this class has ever seen a great public 
celebration of any sort, when thousands of 
people assembled to do honor to some one 

person, or place, or event? What was it? Get the 
different pupils to tell of any such celebration that 
they may have witnessed,—such as a presidential 
inauguration, a world’s fair, a military hero’s funeral, 
a ** Founders’) Week” (as Philadelphia recently had), 
@ centennial or bi-centennial, a Fourth of July, a 
Queen's or a King’s Birthday. Have the pupils state 
who was the person, or what was the event or the 
place, that was honored by the celebration. 

Then ask this question: Has any one in this class 
ever seen acelebration when a whole nation, or state, 
or city, or town, got together to give public expres- 
sion to their honoring of God? If so, when? 

‘No; we don’t do that sort of thing nowadays. The 
day will come when we shall; it is coming, faster and 
more surely, with every passing year. But there was 
a nation long ago that did some things better than we 
do them, and that nation was ? (Israel) 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


And now we are going to study the amey of how 
that nation once did this very thing,—as she did it 
both before and after this time, on different occasions. 
But this particular occasion marks the mountain peak 
in her entire history, Mr. Gordon suggests (first two 
paragraphs). Draw a rough sketch on a piece of 
paper to indicate this, showing the beginnings of the 
nation way. back in Abraham's time, then Egypt, 
coming up the gradual incline to the Solomon’sum- 
mit, then the decline that followed, with the division 
of the: aes and the final captivity. 

It would be a pity for any teacher to limit himself 
and.the class to the few verses printed in the lesson- 
helps (vs. 1-11), for they are not the lesson; but only 
a fraction of it. ‘The lesson is chapter 8 ; and better 
still, the’ reading portion, chapters 5-8. The. four 
chapters offer material that is too interesting to 
ignore. Read it all yourself, and then let the class 
share in it, at least, by handing out ~~ 
with such references from it as these: The bargain 
with Hiram (5 : 1-6); transporting the timber (5 : 8, 9); 
the greatness of the operation (5 : 13-17); the rever- 
ent quiet of the work (6: 7); the. costliness. of the 
work (6 : 19-22); the beauty and elaborateness of the 
decoration (6 : 29-32); the time of building (6 : 37,38); 
the costliness of the furniture (7 : 48-50). 

After each pupil has been given one or more refer- 
ences, let all look up their references, and then call 
upon one after another to give, in their own Words, 
what they found. You can illuminate some of these 
references by telling the class what Dr. Mackie says 
(first paragraph) of the localizing of special crafts to- 
day in the East, and (second paragraph) of the 
examples of skilful ‘stone-cutting found in Syria. 
President Sanders’ second and third paragraphs com- 
ment on the beauties of the temple. A g incident 
on the importance of inside perfection is given in 
Mr. Ridgway’s third paragraph. Take a moment 
with your Bible map, to show the distance of Tyre and 
Sidon, and the mountains of Lebanon, from jerusa- 
lem, and the sea-trip that the rafts of timber had to 
make to get down to the sea port of Jerusalem,—now 


oppa. 

} BS the great day came for the actual dedicating of 
this building to God. So far it was only a man-made 
house. What did it lack? Use here the facts given 
in Mr. Pierson’s suggestive article, and notice Mr. 
Gordon’s seventh paragraph, and Mrs. Sangster’s 
third paragraph. 

The ark must be brought into the compte, but there 
was to be no repetition of the Uzzah affair of thirt 

ears before (2 Sam. 6: 1-10). Where did the ar 
bave to be brought from? Professor Beecher, on 
verses I, 2-4, explains; his comment on the contents 
of the ark, on verse 9, will give most readers an en- 
tirely new thought. The splendor and impressive- 
ness of the music is suggested in his comment on 
verses 10-11. What was the difference in symbolism 
between the old tent and the new temple? Mrs. 
Sangster’s first paragraph makes this clear. Valua- 
ble suggestions as to important facts in Israel’s life 
and history that the temple realized are given in 
President Sanders’ first, fourth, and fifth paragraphs ; 
other meanings of the temple are given by Mr. Gor- 
don, from his ninth paragraph to the end. 

Solomon’s address and prayer make up the most 
remarkable part of the long eighth chapter of 1 Kings. 
It will not be feasible to cover it all in class, but two 
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_their wings over. the place of the ark, and the cherubim cov- 


s of paper ~ 
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LESSON II.’ DECEMBER 13. SOLOMON DEDICATES THE TEMPLE 
1 Kings 8. (Read 1 Kings 5-8.) Commit verses 10, 11. | 
Golden Text : I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go unto the house of Jehovah.—Psalm 122: I 


1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers’ Aouses of the chil- 
dren of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up 
the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, 
which is Zion. 2 And all the men of Israel assembled them- 
selves unto king Solomon at the feast, in the month Eth’a-nim, 
which is the seventh month. 3 And all the elders of Israel 
came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 And they brought 
up the ark of Jehovah, and the tent of meeting, and all the 
holy vessels that were in the Tent ; even these did the priests 
and the Levites bring.up.. 5 And king Solomon and all the 

of Israel, that were assembled unto him, —_ 

with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could 
not be counted nor numbered for multitude. 6 And the priests 
brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah unto its place, 
into the oracle of the house, to the most holy oe even under 
of the cherubim.. 7 For the cherubim spread forth 


ered the ark and the staves thereof above. 8 And ! the staves 
were so long that the ends of the staves were seen from the 


“hol: b exncy fore the oracle ; but they were not seen without : 
om vere they are unto this day. 


9 There was nothing in the 
ark save the two tables of stone which Moses put there at 


‘Ho!reb; ? when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of 


Israel, when they came out of the land of pt. ro And it 
came to pass, when iests were come out of the holy place, 
that the cloud filled the house of Jehovah, 11 so that the priests 
could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud ; for the 
glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah. 


1 Or, they drew out the staves, so that &c. * Or, where 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 











Ekron % . 
ee : 
Beth’ himeth «ei bord 
; Ean“ ™ ¢ , 
re gC 7 Engedi Eee 
6 tera ¢ put of Zi raee 
Gerar 
J 











Gibeon is about six miles northwest of Jerusalem 


Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 


God needs not our gifts, but wedo need the giving. 

Where the Lord is our glory, the glory of the 
Lord is ours. 

The best way to be worthy of a good father ts to 
fulfil his work. 

Sacred Y pore serve to remind us of the sacred- 
ness of all places. 

No nation can long endure where the symbols of 
the higher life are despised. 

If we would have all places sacred we must be 
ready to sacrifice everywhere. 

When the church itself is an altar, there is no 
question as to the fire coming down. 

God’s face ts often seen most clearly when we 
seek him in company with our fellows. 

Often the reasow the church has nothing in it for 
us ts that we-have put-nothing into it. 

When all the life ts an offering, there ts no diffi- 
culty about the offerings brought in the hands. 
_ It's strange-thal the people who talk of worship- 
aoe Gan in nature have to take a rod and gun with 








points :are. well-worth noting. . First, his true-concep- 
tion of God, as e in verses 27-30. Verse 27 
reminds one of Christ’s words at Jacob’s Well (John 
4:24). Second, the high plane on which he sought 
a blessing for Israel (vs. 55-58). He wanted God 
with them, and why? Read: verse 58. With that, 
he knew that all else that was good was assured. 

Mr. Foster’s last two paragraphs tell how he made 
a straight-home application in his class. Let us not 
miss the opportunity of showing that. God looks to us 
all for the dedicating of our own temples to him, and 
that, when that is done by all, this old world will be a 
more glorious templé than Solomon’s. 







Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 
ARALLEL ACCOUNT.—This chapter in Kings 
has something of the formality of an official 
document. 2 Chronicles 5-7 is a transcription 
of it, with slight changes. The writer in Chronicles 
has somewhat abbreviated the narrative, has made 
its phraseology less formal and more fluent, and has 
added certain sections (for example, 2 Chron. § : 11- 
13; 6: 13; 7: 1-3, 6, 9, 10), mostly giving ritualistic 
details. - 

Time.—The temple was completed in the eighth 
month of the eleventh P ed of Solomon’s reign 
(1 Kings 6 : 37-38). The dedication was at the time 
of the feast of booths, in the seventh month of some 
year, es, the twelfth year of the reign. Say 
to11 B.C. (960 B.C., Assyrian), 

Place.—The newly-built ee and its vicinity, 
perhaps including Gibeon as well as Jerusalem (see 
note on v. 4). 

.—Solomon and the civil and ecclesiastical 
leaders and representatives of Israel. Solomon has 
thus far been true to his choice of wisdom, and his 
reign has been successful and distinguished. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—7hen; After the temple had been com- 
pleted, and most of its furniture placed. See the 
preceding chapters.—Assemb/ed: Convened them in 
an Official assembly.— E/ders ... heads... princes: 
This is eminently an assembly of the Israelitish peo- 
ple. It is in contrast with the assembly of 1 Chron- 
icles 28:1, which was largely made up of office- 
holders. Solomon has made the temple building 
policy popular with the nation at large.—7o bring 
up the ark: This was the central act,in the pageant. 
—Out of the city of David :, Where David had placed 
a tent for it when he brought it to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 
6). The discussion as to what site in Jerusalem is 
that of the ‘city of David” is interesting, but not 
ethically important. 

Verses 2-4.—Z7he feast: The festivities 


receding 
the feast of tabernacles began the first 


ay of the 


. seventh month, and. the feast itself the fifteenth day 


of the month (Num. 29 and parallel places). The 
pesos of Solomon lasted from the eighth to the 
ourteenth of the month. ‘Within this time, on the 
tenth day of the month, came the day of atonement. 
The pageant was followed by the eight days of the 
feast of tabernacles (2 Chron. 7 : 8-10).—7%e. priests 
took up the ark; In Chronicles, ‘‘the Levites took 
up.” All the: priests were Levites, and all the Le- 
vites are sometimes spoken of as priests.—7he sent 
of meeting, and all the holy vessels: These had 
been for many years stationed at Gibeon (1 Kings 
3: 4, as interpreted in 2 Chron. 1: 3-6). ‘There is no 
difficulty in supposing that the procession marched 
from Gibeon to the city of David, and from there to 
the temple. The ark had been long separated from 
the tent, but they were now reunited. 

Verses 5-9.—The account now neglects the tent, 
and deals exclusively with the ark.-—Zhe oracle... 
the most holy place; It is worth while to study some 
plan of the temple, and get these points up minutely. 
—The staves were so long that: Not ‘‘ they drew 
out the staves,” as in the King James Version. — 
Nothing in the ark save the two tables: See the 
marginal references. There had never been any- 
thing else in the ark; the book of the law and the pot 
of manna and Aaron’s rod were beside or before the 
ark (Deut. 31 : 26; Exod. 16:33; Num. 17:10). It 
is easier to think that the author of Hebrews g : 4 has 
confused his phraseology than to think that he was 
ignorant concerning these Old Testament statements. 

Verses 10-11.— Were come out; See details in2 


_ Chronicles (5 : 11-13). As the priests came out there 


was a burst of music and song from. the white-robed 
orchestra and choir that pene J to the east of the altar. 

Verses 12-66.—No mature person has studied this 
narrative properly unless he has worked out for him- 
self the program that was followed. 

Verse 16.—Fill: out this verse from the fuller text 
in 2 Chronicles 6 : 5-6. 

Verse 54.—At this point in the proceedings the 
fire on the altar was kindled from heaven (2 Chron. 
7: a). 

Verses 41-43, 60.—The account says that the tem- 
ple and the mission of Israel are for all mankind, 

Auburn, N. Y. 
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** A Chart of Jewish National History”’ tells its story 
almost ata glance. It helps even a ten-year-old child to 
understand the national life of the Jewish mation. The 
Sunday School Times Company will mail it for 25 cenis. 
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The Glory- Presence 
By S. D. Gordon 


de dedication of the ws marks the high-tide 
of Israel's history. e tide began down in 
E ; it ran out to an utterly spent ebb in 
the Babylonian plain. This is the flood-point be- 
tween the two extremes. Putting it another way, 
Egypt and Babylon are the ns at the opposite 
s of the mountain of Israel’s life; Jeru- 
m lying between is the est point, the top of 
the mountain; the temple is tip of the top. 

There was a ual rise from Moses to Solomon; 
some incidental levels, and some pre tmey here and 
there; but in the main a steady climbing up to this 
height. Now soon the descent begins toward the 
Babylonian bottom-lands, You can scarcely see it 
at first. But the reign that marks the highest point 
also marks the beginning of the decline. 

The building of the temple was Solomon’s greatest 
achievement. It was the great task assigned him by 
his fates. and ~ Ag t came pe a great = 
to the = apaenan prosperity of his reign. at 
remarkable prosperity, the territorial expansion, the 
great wealth, and the happiness of the people, was 
what political economists would call ‘‘the unearned 
increment.” It came from the labors of past genera- 
tions. Solomon enjoyed the swell of the tidal move- 
ment that David had started with his very life. 

The glory of Israel as a nation among the nations 
was its religion. The national genius was for re- 
ligion. It was God’s chosen nation for revealing 
himself to men, Egypt, on the edge of the savage 
world, stood for the earliest triumphs of high civiliza- 
tion; Babylon for the earliest dream of world-empire; 
highly individualized Greece for a culture so refined 
as to be still the world’s standard; Rome for the 
power of organization in every phase of life; the 
Anglo-Saxons stand for the ideals of personal liberty. 

e Hebrew nation stood for religion; that is, for 
God, the one true God. Its monuments are not 
pyramids, nor clay tablets; not in marble and litera- 
ture, nor in roads and laws; not in trial by a jury of 

ers, and in constitutional government; but in a 

k, and a Man, and in ideals of life overtopping 
all others. The glory of Israel was its religion. 

The outer evidence of its glory'and its mission was 
this temple of Solomon. It was appropriate that the 
finest building should be a religious edifice. It‘ em- 
bodied the one idea in which the genius of the He- 
brew race found fittest and fullest éxpressioni’ It is 


striking that the only architectural rémfiant of ‘the 


Hebrew nation to be found in ‘the ‘libraries to-day ‘is 
this temple. David's palace, Solomon's more mag- 
nificent palace, Uzziah’s far-famed buildings, left no 
Temnants. But the temple, perpetuated in later 
restorations, its models being studied to-day through- 
out the Christian world, is the one remnant of He- 
brew architecture. 

And the glory of the temple was the presence of 
God. It was this that marked Israel off as a people 
from the beginning. The fiery pillar in the Sont. 
the flame-tipped Horeb, the glory filling the Tent of 
Meeting, and now the same glory-presence filling 
Solomon's temple,—all said that this was wnoeeggg 
God’s chosen people. He dwelt with them. He 
came to them that he might go out through them to 
all men. _Israel was God’s new door out to the race. 
God’s presence was the nation’s glory. 

Whien that glory-presence of God was withdrawn 
the national glory was gone. ‘There was no glory- 
presence in the magnificent Herod temple. Ah, yes 
there was, too! He who dwelt between the cheru- 
bim of Solomon's holiest place wrapped about him 
the garments ot humanity, concealing much of his 
glory, and came again to the restored temple. But 
the glory-Man was not recognized, but roughly led 
outside the city wall. 

That temple was a great sermon in stone and gold. 
In the very way in which it was put together it told 
God’s eagerness for man, man’s way back to him, 
and the privileges waiting every man who took that 
way. The brazen altar said that the way in was by 
radical treatment of sin; the huge wash-bowl told 
the need of continual cleansing; the holy place 
guaranteed daily bread, clear, sweet light, and 
gracious acceptance of the heart’s prayer; the holiest 
place said that so we may come into God's own pres- 
ence and fellowship, and get his own word of direc- 
tion about ourselves and our life. 

All of this is a simple parable for us. The Spirit 
himself gives us the explanation of the parable in 
Paul's writings (1 Cor. 6: 19, e¢ a/.). he glory 
of a man is his religion ; that is, that he knows m 
and knows him intimately, and reveals him truly to 
others. Not wealth, nor ability, nor the culture of 
letters, but this is the glory of a human life. Man’s 
highest genius is for God. 

he outer evidence of the glory of a man is his 
bodily presence. It contains him. In it he lives, 
and thinks, and loves. Through it he reaches down 
to nature, his servant; out to other men, his fellows; 
and up to God, his sovereign. 

And the glory of man’s bodily presence is the glory- 
presence of God. When sin was settled at the’ brass 
altar, that dedication day, the glory of God came inte 
Solomon's temple. When the Saviour is enthroned 


' in a human heart, the glory 
possession 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Eghor ie Get opens “Wen saya te 
anythi t 
winsome, sonkivel Ged is on the throne ae man’s 
life, the glory has de 
When that Sat ag a comes, as in this lesson 
story, to the rhythmic swing of all the soul’s sweet- 
est music, every meaner will be compelled to 
withdraw from that temple. is our 
to have the rs voentn, Maye temple. A 
this is the gt life: to have glory of God, the 
Jesus of God, filling all the human temple of God. 
East NorTHFIELD, Mass. 


« 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the dows, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HERE ¢s not among us any that knoweth how to 
cuttimber like unto the Sidonians (5:6). This 
localizing of special crafts is still constantly met 

with. One village is celebrated for its bell-foundry, 
another excels in grunt & another in the weaving of 
a special cloth, while from another the master-masons 
over the land undertaking the work of house- 
uilding. In a way, the gifts of the Phoenicians 
and of the Israelites were complementary. Tyre and 
Sidon attained to supremacy in industrial art and 
maritime commerce, but left behind them no word of 
noble utterance. From Israel we have received the 
richest religious literature of the world, but the exca- 
vation of the ruined cities in the land has revealed 
nothing of artistic beauty or technical skill. 

Stone made ready at the quarry (6:7). The pre- 
cision with which the building-stones were squared 
is exemplified in the ruins of Baalbek, where the 
colossal blocks have been so accurately cut and laid 
in position without lime that a knife-blade can hardl 
be inserted between them. There, also, relief wor 
of great delicacy may be seen on the limestone of one 
of the temple doorways, where the nature-worship 
symbolism of life overcoming death is exhibited in 
the beautiful carving of the wheat-stalk and the vine 
with the devouring locust resting upon it, and the 
appointed bird coming in turn to devour the locust. ' 


BEYROUT, SYRIA, 
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The House of the Lord -” | 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning . .....,, 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


N EVERY land under the sun there are buildings 
dedicated to the worship of deities true and false. 
Some are great temples costing immense sums of 

money,—the Mormon temple in Utah, the Shinto 
temples in qepen. temples of Heaven and Earth in 
China, Booddhist temples in Siam and Burma, Hin- 
doo temples in India. There are great mosks in 
Moslem lands, and huge cathedrals in Christian 
Europe and America. Other buildings, likewise 
dedicated to God, are made only of mud and straw 
or rough-hewn lumber,—wayside shrines and mis- 
sion churches. Some are filled with idols, while 
others have noimage or picture. What are the 
marks by which we can tell the true House of God? 

Solomon’s temple was magnificent, and the worship 
was made up of an elaborate ritual, but this did not 
make it the house of God (John 4: 21-24). In Alla- 
habad, India, is a small building in which a group of 
lepers meet to worship Jesus Christ. Their songs of 
praise come from throats hoarse from terrible, loath- 
some disease, but they come from loving hearts that 
show their love by generous gifts from their poverty 
to send Bibles to other lepers. 

Dr. James S. Gale gives an interesting account of 
the dedication of a new church of Christ in Seoul, 
Korea, The old building had become too small, and 
the people decided that it was time to build. They 
brought-materials and labored hard, not noiseless] 
as in the erection of Solomon’s temple, but with muc 
sawing and hammering, early and late. Many a 
dinner was foregone and many a new dress was given 
up that money might be given to the new church. 
Finally the day of dedication came (December 8, 
1907), and the building was crowded to the doors 
with two thousand Korean Christians. In place of 
national flags, there streamed from the rafters many- 
colored banners on which were printed Scriptural ex- 
pressions,—Eternal Life, Righteousness, Regenera- 
tion, Peace, Paradise, Glory, Thanksgiving. A mis- 
sionary led in prayer that God would accept this 
building, and another preached of the glory of God in 
Christ Jesus. The congregation —- hymns of 
praise, and the ‘‘glory of the Lord filled the house,” 
not ina cloud of fire; but in the spirit of God shining 
in the faces of the people and in their.lives of right- 
eousness and loving service. Could any one doubt 
that God had accepted the gift, and that this place, 

repared for him and given over to him, had become 
indeed the ‘‘ House of the Lord”? 


Brooktyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


True Royalty.—I have always liked Hiram and his 
who so vigorously helped Solomon do his 

bu . I like that picture so ular with Masons 
which Solomon’s court the metal worker 


the temple than 
= the high ‘* heads” in dedicating it, but we must 
get on. os 


Heads and Hands.— Zhe heads of the tribes (v. 1). 
They were all there, wate one of them. On great 
occasions of parade and function you can depend 
u the ‘‘ heads” being there. During the building 

ie ‘‘heads” were home. ‘ Heads” don’t work. 
Not what a “head” is for. ‘‘ Hands” work. ‘‘ Heads” 
think. Which would you rather be, ‘‘heads” or 
**hands”? Why? * Little todoand lots to get.” Yes, 
but you have to think, you forget that,—and sometimes 
there is no such crushing and killing work in all the 
world as thinking. It often means the mad-house and 

istol. ‘As I write here this December night of 1907, 

ndreds of ‘* heads” are bowed under the lamps or 
tossing upon pillows thinking out ways to hold the 
sheriff at bay and to keep the wheels turning round 
so the ‘‘ hands” may earn the bread and butter. The 
newspapers say the richest man in America fares 
apy sete | every day on crackers and milk in honor 
of a stomach he acquired during one of these night- 
thinks of his early days. Heads for thinking, and 
hands for working, and neither is any good without the 
other. There must be heads and there must be hands, 
and God honors beth. Do not fail to read the fine 
passage from Paul,—1 Corinthians 12: 12-31,—and 
note that it swings you right into the wonderful 1 Cor- 
inthians 13 where all questions between ‘‘heads” 
and ‘‘ hands” can easily be solved! 


Inside and Outside.— 7he tent of meeting (v. 4). It 


had now been worked out in stone, cedar, and metal. - 


Solomon’s’ temple did not make men marvel om’ ac- 


"count of size and outward grandeur (Egypt. had 
latKet and nobler structures), but by its interior miag-.. 
~ nifigente ; apd , precipunness, Our Japanese friends 
his also.. Pick up gay thing ape : 

it ¢ 


know how to do 
make, no thattet what the outside, you will fin 

right inside. “This is the way of religion. Its value 
is not in the outward display, but in the inside deco- 


ration and furnishing (1 Peter3:4). ‘‘Thé king’s’ 


daughter is all glorious within,” says the psalmist, 
It is the inside that counts, not the outside. As a 
man ‘‘ thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 

I heard Mr. Wanamaker, the merchant prince, tell 
of two men who dealt at his. store in his early days. 
One lived in a little house which had lace curtains 
at the front windows, statuary on the porch posts, 
and everything as showy as possible. The other’s 
house was in the same block, and just like it. There 
were only plain green shades to the windows, no 
flower boxes on. the sills, only comfortable rocking- 
chairs on the porch. But inside this house all was 
élegant and in perfect taste. ‘‘ Now,” said Mr. 
Wanamaker, ‘‘ when these men used to come to my 
store the first one would buy a $1.50 necktie and a 50 
cent undershirt, but the second would buy a 50 cent 
necktie and a $1.50 undershirt.” 

These men represent two kinds of Christians. 
Which for you? 


What of the Hines Notting. in the ark save the 
two tables of stone (v. 9). ho can say the Ten 
Commandments? Who can live them? Solomon’s 
business was to see that he and the people kept this 
law of God. So long as Israel made any attempt 
at all to keep the commandments she prospered. 
However, she fell down at the very first one. This 
is not slang. It was Solomon’s fault. The world 
has always fallen down on the very first command- 
ment, not to speak of the rest. Always some other 
God before Jehovah. What happens to be yours 
just now ? leasure, business, wealth, or what? 

ou break the first one, what do you do with the 
other nine ? You are going to be saved on your merit, 

ou know. ‘About as good as lots of church mem- 

rs.” Yes, but how about the other nine? This is 
why we chuich members are Christians. We can’t 
keep the law. It switches us as the school teacher 
used to (Gal. 3: 24). But Christ kept it for us. 
Understand? It is this way: You steal and break 
the law. Are taken, tried, and convicted. I step 
up and say, ‘‘I will go to jailin your stead.” Iam 
no thief, but I serve the time. Youare saved. Just 
as though you never stole. Would you love me if 
I did that? Or would you curse me and speak dis- 
respectfully of me, try to ruin my business and dis- 
grace me? Well, that is what some of you are doing 
for the Christ who died for you (Gal. 3: 19). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR ‘DECEMBER 13 (« Kings 8) 


The Illustration Round-Table 
LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
ent. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 


“illustration that canbe used, and two dollars for 
the best illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 


particularl She folowing : : ona 
Each poe illustra must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 


illustration was taken. : 
‘Yhe number of: manuscripts submitted. by readers in this 
department isso large that it is not p e to return un- 


ailable manuscripts. ‘Do not enclose return postage. 
aN The on on which. illustrations, are due is shown by this 


calendar, later lessons being due three months in advance. . 


10. March 7.—Philip aiid the Ethiopian (Acts 8 : 26-40) . Due Dec. 5 . 


pian ( 
. March.14.—éneas and Dorcas (Acts 9: ~s « « #t. Dec. 12 
se. March #1,—Review 6 FS 0 m ny rte «ee * Dec..39 
Strength for Sacrifice.— Sacrificing sheep and oxen, 
that could not be counted nor. suatbored’ Sor multi- 
tude (v. §).. The Gleaner relates the following: The 
schoolboys in: Kikuyu, in British East Africa, were 
told by one of the lady missionaries the story of how 
the phelps school eng ‘gave wer. the sing- 
i tize of twenty rupees (a ru is thirty-seven 
oak Sap half conte, whith they fall woe in the annual 
competition, to help build a schoolhouse for some 
heathen children in another village. She added : 
‘** Now, will not each one of you do something, if it is 
only to bring one fice (three-fourths of a cent) each ?” 
When the class was over the boys went off, but ina 
little while returned with their offerings. One 
brought six fice, another twenty-one, another twenty- 
nine, another forty-one, and soon. One boy gave a 
rupee, and the missionary house-girl gave two rupees. 
When asked if she could really give that amount, she 
uietly replied: ‘‘My strong’ to gives comes from 
God." Juniata Rokrback, Washington, D. C. 
the Accounts.—/ was glad when they said 
unto. me, Let us go unto the house sf Jehovah 
(Golden Text). An infidel was introduced by a gen- 
tleman to a minister with the remark, ‘‘He never 
attends public worship.” ‘‘ Indeed,” said the minis- 
ter, ‘‘I hope you are mistaken.” ‘‘ By no means,” 
said the stranger; ‘‘I :always spend Sunday in set- 
tling my accounts.” Then,” was the solemn reply, 
‘* you will find that the day of judgment will be spent 
in the same manner.”—7ke Rev. W. 7. Dorward, 
—_—_ N. J. From-The Christian Endeavor 
World: ‘ 


Really —For the glory of Jehovah filled 


eg Ore 
the housé of gvahk (vy, 1). And if the lives of 
thos Tilo “ptohecateo ollow Him were’ true’ to him, 


his. glory would fill the earth. The Ram's Horn tells Gaiden Text). Your eyes say “yes.” And it is a 


the following story: ‘In a large iron factory one of 
the worst men in the place was converted. He had 
been a,man of terrible temper, and could scarcely 
speak Without swearing and blaspheming against 
God. After his conversion his comrades waited for 
his temper to break out as before, and to hear him 
give utterance toa string of oaths. But nothing of 
the sort occurred. So they prepared a trap for him, 
which they felt sure would cause his downfall. They 
heated a long bar of iron and tempered it soit would 
look as though it were cold. Then they laid iton the 
floor when he was abseht, and waited for him to come 
in and pick itup. Presently he returned and, stoop- 
ing over, grasped the hot iron with both hands, His 
comrades now expected an explosion, for there was a 
badly blistered strip of flesh on each hand. But the 
man ye turned round and said quietly, ‘Men, I 
didn’t think you would do that.’ At these words, so 
different from what they had expected, tears ran 
down the cheeks of those strong men; a revival broke 
out then and there, and many of those iron workers 
found salvation, because that man had not lost his 
temper, because he showed the reality of his trans- 
formation.”—7he Rev. W. Thorburn Clark, Carrs- 
ville, Va. The prize for this week is awarded to 
this tllustration. 


TiGinateg the Girth.—/ was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go unto the house of Jehovah 
(Golden Text). Dr. Cuyler tells of a cavalry officer 
who, with a small number of his followers, was re- 
treating before the pursuit of a large force of the 
enemy, and who, on discovering that his saddle girth 
was loose, dismounted, tightened the loose girth, and 
rode on. The Doctor adds: ‘‘One of the most emi- 
nent Christian merchants in New York City told 
me that he never met his family at the breakfast- 
table until he had had a refreshing interview with God 
over his Bible and on his knees, and this, with his 
family worship afterwards, was not only a tightening 
of the buckle for himself, but was a gracious means 
of safeguarding his. household.”— Rev. -C. U. 
Kilmer, Mecklenburg, N. Y. 


When God’s House Was Honored.— Who keepest 
covenant and lovingkindness with thy servants, 
that walk before thee. with all their heart (wv. 23). 
On the frontier of Austria, on a little stream called 
the Ill, is the town of Fieldkirch. In 1799, when 
Napoleon was sweeping over the continent, Massena, 
one of his generals, suddenly appeared on the heights 
above the town at the head of eighteen thousand 
men. It was Easter Day, and: the sun as ‘it rose 
glittered on the weapons of:the French at the top of 


were mc: 


. great privileges, 


. he come without hindrance to dwell in us, in 
, Jesus Christ, ouf Lord: soe 48 
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the range of hills. The council assembled. to. see 
what was to be done. Defense was im ble, and 
capitulation was talked of. Then-the old dean of the 
church stood up. ‘It is Easter Day,” hesaid. ‘‘We 
have been reckoning on our own strength, and that 
fails, It is the day of the Lord’s.resurrection. Let 
us ri the bell, and have service as usual, and 
leave the matter in God’s hands. . We know only our 
weaknesses, and not the power of God.” The French 
heard with surprise the sudden clangor of the bells, 
and concluding that an Austrian army had arrived 


‘in.the night to relieve the place, Massena suddenly 
. broke up his camp, and before the bells had ceased 


ringing not a,Frenchman was to be seen. Faith in 
had- saved: the little town and all its ple.— 
James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. I. From 
anarticlein The Christian Herald by Dr. McLaren. 


Keeping in-Tune.—And hearken thou to the sup- 
plication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, 
when they shall pray toward this Dias v. 30). “A 
friend once said to me,” says a writer, ‘**‘ When I was 
a boy. in my father’s house, and we were singing at 
family worship or at other times, the chords of the 
piano, though no one struck the keys, would often 
vibrate so strongly as to startle us all. Only, if we 
happened -to sing a little off the key—a little too 
high or too low—the instrument would be mute.’ 


. And the ordinances of God’s house—worship, praise, 


poneehing, sacraments—are a good deal like that 
piano. If the heart is prepared, if the life is set in 
the key of love and faith, these things will respond 
most agregestanny and ~~. — William 
Hart, D.D.,; Earlville, N. 

tian Endeavor World. 


From The Chris- 


“ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the. Lesson.— Here in thy house, O God, 


: we meet to study thy Word, to sing praises unto thee. And 


our study and our praise are set about with thankfulness for so 
ow quiet it is within this room! What 
peace we have within these walls ; what visions of thy love and 
mercy, what glad hopes and new ue pho ge to us as we 
bow pur heads in: prayer before thee! rd, grant that the 
soul-life of our every day may be more filled with a sense of 


: thy presence. O Jesus, Saviour, be with us in very truth here 


and in our daily walk, and cleanse us from the unworthiness 
that makes us less truly the temple of the Holy Spirit. May 
the. name of 


n.—I wonder if this lesson has a 


Golden Text in very truth. ill you say it? That's 
beautiful, isn’t it? Well, were you glad to-day? Or 
was there just a little shadow of a trace of a shadow 
on your face when you thought of church and Sunday- 


school? Sunday.headache, too tired, too nice a day, ~ 
, too cold a day, too oo any of these notions 
e? 


get. hold of you just a litt 

They do, with some folks sometimes. But they 
didn’t get the best of any of you, and here you are, 
the. better for being here with the rest of us,—the 
better for even this little while spent in Bible study, 
in worship and in praise, Just cut out every church 
and Sunday-school from the map, and I can tell you 
our lives would be sadly different. It was David's 
dream that he might build a worthy house of worship. 
It was Solomon’s privilege really todo so. And you 
and I need to be very thankful for the help we have 
in sharing at all in the life.of the church. 

I’m going to put a few words on the board, leaving 
a blank space forone. And every one of us may just 
think quietly of the word we would put there. Our 
answer is important. 





a 8 Ook WHEN 
THEY SAID UNTO ME, 
LET US GO UNTO THE 
HOUSE OF JEHOVAH 
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Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


** How firm a foundation.”’ Psalm 48 : 7-10. 


‘* Christ is our Corner-stone.”’ (64 : 1-3. 101 : 1-4.) 
‘*Christ is made the sure founda- Psalm 132: 1-11. 
tion.”’ (196 : 1-5. 285 : 1-5.) 


**T need Thee every hour.”’ Psalm 24 : 7-10. 
**To Thy temple I repair.*’ (31:45. 49: 1-3.) 
‘“Thank and praise Jehovah's Psalm gg: 1-8. 

name.”* (138 : 1-7. 1098 : 1-7.) 
** Revive thy work, O Lord.*’ 
** Jesus, Saviour, ‘pilot me.’’ (16: 1-4. 22: 1-4.) 


% 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—1 Kings 8 : 1-21 
Tuesday.—1 Kings. 8 : 22-36 
Wednesday.—1 Kings 8 : 37-53 
‘Thursday.—1 Kings 8 : 54-66 
Friday.—2 Chron. 7:1-11 .... 
Saturday.—2 Chron. 7 : 12-22. . . 
Sunday.—Psalm 122°. .... 


. Selomon dedicates the 
‘Temple 


eos :e0 oo oer 
. . Promise and warning 
-... . Letus go! 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class. 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Solomonic Temple... 


I, Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (1 Kings 5-8). 


HE building of the temple is rightly one of the 
principal reasons for the fame of Solomon. Its 
significance was far greater in succeeding 

centuries than in his own, but from the beginning it 
meant much to the life of the Hebrew people, socially 
as well as religiously. The splendid temple at the 
capital gradually became, not merely the principal 
place of Jehovah's worship, but the only legitimate 
sanctuary. But from the first it aroused the pride 
and loyalty of the people, and helped to draw them 
together as.a nation. However much the kings 
treated it as their royal chapel and claimed the right 
of control, the people never ceased to reckon it as a 
national asset, and approved the growing independ- 
ence of its prinatbood. 

It was not impressive by reason of its size, but be- 
cause of its choice workmanship and of the ideals 
which it established. It must have represented the 
best achievements of the skilled workmen of that time. 





* “ The beauty of the sanctuary is credited to the work- 


men obtained from Pheenicia, particularly to Hiram. 
The Israelites were not artificers either in wood or 
metal, at least not artists. ‘They were fortunate .in 
having. as —a a people who were masters of 
decoration and architecture, and who could be called 
upon for help. 

Chapter six gives an interesting, detailed account of 
the temple itself, its internal arrangements and dec- 
oration, and various other details. The fact that it 
occupied seven years in building indicates the care 
which was expended upon it. The Chronicler records 
the most lavish, even prodigal, expenditure, stating 
that vast treasures were aceumulated for the purpose 
by David and the people before the work had been 


begun. r ' 

plendid as the temple unquestionably, was, its re- 
ligious value was more important.. .The temple em- 
bodied the thongnt of ‘the. continuing: presence of 
Jehovah. -The fact that his dwelling-place was an 
almost empty, unlighted room, suggested his im-., 
materiality, as opposed to the suggestions of idolatry, 
be temple stood for an unseen. God, a, spiritual | 

ing. ‘ 

Chapter 8 eve expression to the’sense of the sig- 
nificance of the temple, both in the report of Solomon's 
address to the people and in his dedicatory prayer. 
It was to be forever a sort of guarantee of continuing 
intercourse between heaven and earth, at once the 
symbol and the pledge that Jehovah would answer 
the prayers of his people at every time of need,—nay, 
even those of a devout stranger who prayed at the 
temple, and ever keep in remembrance their welfare. 

David's share in making the temple possible was 
greater really than Solomon’s, but Solomon helped 

is people to grasp its significance and to emphasize 
its usefulness. 
II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times 
Co., upon request, for a two-eent stamp. 

Stanley’s remarks on the significance of the temple 
are still first rate. Note also the article on the temple 
in the Dictionary of the Bible. Each good history 
treats the theme. Skinner’s comments in the New- 
Century Bible are admirable. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

(This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

It seems tocenter about the most significant element 
in a house of worship. 

The Preparations for the Temple. What share 
did David take in making the temple possible? Why 
could he not build it himself ? 

Solomon's Measures. What special arrangements 
did Solomon make? Where did he secure his work- 
men and artists ? 

The Temple. What were its dimensions ? To what 
was its outward impressiveaess due ? 

lts Use. What functions did the temple subserve ? 

Its Real Meaning. How many true ideas regard- 
ing God did it fairly embody ? 

The Place o y te in Worship. Which is the 
better ideal, the square, box church of early New 
England, or the architecturally impressive ehurch of 
to-day ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WeeEx’s Lesson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 

1. Besides the temple, what did Solomon build ? (9 : 
I, 10, 15-19, 24, 26; 10:18.) 2. Why was Jehovah 
obliged to punish him, and when ? (11 : 1-13.) 3. What 
was the retribution ? 


Washsugn.CoLigeceE, Topeka, Kansas. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


OU remember how it troubled David to dwell in 
a house of cedar while the ark of the Lord, the 
most precious thing in the whole nation, was 
inatent. A tent or tabernacle is the symbol of wan- 
dering. A tent may be taken down at pleasure, 
carried on the march, and set up again. A house is 
built on foundations, and means permanence. 
Jehovah's temple was to be built in a time of peace 
by a man of peace and bya young man. Solomon 
sent to and Sidon for carpenters and masons, 
and the Phoenician sailors brought the wood for the 
temple on floats ot rafts. Everything for the temple 
was prepared by skilled workmen, and there was no 
hurry or confusion about its ne It rose silently, 
and was‘ beautiful and stately. erhaps some of 
the girls have seen beautiful cathedrals in Europe, 
at York or Cologne or Rome; not one of these sur- 
s the temple that Solomon built, in fitness for 


its F sead gp 
ow, girls, tell if you can what was lacking in the 
temple when the last tool was laid down? What 
was yet to be done before it could be Jehovah's 
chosen abode? What is the difference between a 
statue and a living body?. Is it not that one has 
soul and breath, while the other is merely 
Until the ark of God was brought into the holiest 
place, the beautiful temple.was only an empty shell. 
Who brought the ark intothetemple? The priests, 
of course, walking solemnly. one but they by 


God's command might touch the ark of the covenant. — 


The ark was a box or casket, overlaid within and with- 
out by plates of the purest gold. - It held the tables of 
stone on which were engraved the Ten Command- 
ments. ‘Think, if you can, of the sudden splendor of 
glory that filled the temple when the ark was placed 
under the shadowy wing of the cherubim. Here was 
the mercy-seat where God answered prayer. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each girl, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. What were the shepherds doing in the fields by 
night ? 2. What wonderful vision did they suddenly 
behold? 3. Repeat the message of the angel. 4. 
What was the refrain of the host of angels who came 
through the opening sky? 5. Where did the shep- 
herds when the angel. song ceased? 6. Whom 

eid they go to fixid ? wt 
» Gries RincksN. J. . 
“% 


My Class of Boys 


| By Eugene C. Foster 





FOUND oe | boys quite ready to discuss the ques- 
tion I ha py at the end of last week’s 
lesson,— Does a fellow in these days get the ques- 

tion from God that Solmmon did, ‘‘ Ask what I shall 
give thee”? 

There were two parties in the class, the minor- 
ity maintaining that we don’t have that kind of a 
chance now; though fewer in numbers, they stood 
their ground firmly. I called upon the affirmative 
side for proof of their contention that Solomon’s 
opportunity comes to us to-day. They referred to 
promises connected with prayer in faith, On the 
negative, one took the stand that if a fellow was 
born with everything against him, there would be 
no chance for him anyway. He was sure lots of 
fellows didn’t have Solomon’s opportunity. I re- 
minded him of the countless cases where men were 
**down and out” to all human appearance, but where 
they took God at his word and became great men of 

wer. The discussion could have readily consumed 
the whole half-hour, but I closed it by saying that 
any one who knows the difference between right and 
wrong has Solomon's opportunity for a choice of bless- 
ing, with the assurance that it will be granted if best 
for him, on the condition according to which Solomon 
was toc be blessed,—if he continued in God’s ways. 

With but a portion of my lesson time left, I realized 
that I had been greatly at fault in not making sure 
that every one would read r Kings 8 in advance, so 
that we might now plunge right into the new lesson. 
I did what deemed to be the next best thing,—asked 
them to tell me, without reading the chapter now, all 
they could remember of the temple building and 
dedication. 

What does dedication mean? One said consecra- 
tion, and spoke about ‘consecration meetings.” I 
asked them to look in the dictionary during the week 
to discover the difference between the two words. 
We accepted the definition ‘‘ a setting apart.” 

Have we such a temple now? The church build- 
ing is dedicated to the service of God, of course; 
sometimes it seems we forget that when we let some 
things goon there. But you and I—has each an in- 
dividual temple ? 

That question came right home. My heart—that’s 
it. Has it yet been dedicated? Here came a very 
personal talk; one of my boys:and I had been having 
some confidential chats just about this ‘setting 
apart” of his life, so I talked plainly about the call to 


-was the kind which 


stone? — 
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dedicate our lives. I showed how such dedication 
the way for God’s ques- 


tion, *‘ Ask what I shall givethee.” I closed with this: 


Fellows, not all have yet dedicated their heart-temples _ 


to God; do it, won’t you? 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 
To be assigned an uestions 
CSD voy. tes secure ts be besiege Ries clams teat Baska)” 
One of the first thirteen verses of 1 Kings 11 tells 
how Solomon failed to do what he was commanded 
to do in one of the first fifteen verses of 1 Kings 3. 
Add the numbers of the verses together and you will 
have the day of the mcnth of a great Christian festi- 
val. What verses are they? os 
1. What happened in Solomon's old age? 2. How 
did he differ from David? 3. What did Solomon 
build? 4.: How did Jehovah feel about Solomon's 
actions? 5. What warning did Solomon get? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


O YOU remember how glad the people were 
when David brought the ark to Jerusalem? 
(Show that picture.) You all felt like joini 

that procession when they came to the gates asd 
sang. “Lift up your heads, O ye gates.” (See 
Psalm 24.) Letus sing, ‘‘ Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving” (from ‘‘ Carols’). 

Where did they put the ark? Was David satisfied 
to leave itina tent? When he and Nathan talked 
about building a@ beautiful house for God what message 
came? God wanted a peaceful man to build his house. 
Wasn’t it fine that Solomon’s name meant peaceful, 
and that he was chosen to build God’s house ? David 
did not live to see it, but while he lived he gathered 

ld, silver, nrecious stones, beautiful woods, etc., 

or Solomon to use for-the temple. 

No wonder that he asked God for wisdom, that he 
ry et be a good king, and that he might please God, 
in building the temple! It took a long time, as long 
as some of you have lived, seven and a half years, to 
build this wotiderful temple. Other kings and 
queens heard of Solomon's wisdom, riches, honor, 
and glory, and came from far away to see him, and 
brought presents, too (1 Kings 4 : 34). 

One'king, who had been David's friend, sent fine 
cedar Wadd. and. workmen to. hel Some of. the 
workmen -ehep down trees and loaded them on 
rafts, which were floated along the sea to the place 
nearest to Jérusalem. Other workmen were busy 
cutting great, costly stones from the quarry for the 
foundation and walls. 

Whenever a house is building near us, we can tell 
it by the noise, but there was to be no hammering 
about the temple. All the pieces were made read 
to fit together £ Kings 6:7). It was very beautiful, 
of marble, cedar wood, and gold, with wonderful 
carved work of flowers, trees, and angels. 

When it was all done, King Solomon appointed a 
day to dedicate or give it to the Lord, just as we do 
when a new church is finished. What a crowd 
came! All the at men came together; the 
priests carried the ark on their shoulders, as God had 
commanded, and it was placed in the most beautiful 
room of the temple, the Holy of Holies, all covered 
with gold. When the priests came from the holy 
place, God's glory shone so bright that it filled the 
temple, so that even the priests could not look at it 
long. Sing, ‘‘ Lord, thy glory fills the heavens.” 

It was a great feast, lasting two weeks. The peo- 
ple were glad to come and share in the wonderful 
service. Solomon stood with his hands lifted 
toward heaven, and prayed (8 : 22; show the picture- 
roll); then he knelt (8 : 54), and when the prayer was 
finished, he rose and blessed them all witha psalm 
of thanksgiving; then with gladness and rejoicing 
they gave the house to God. After the feast was 
over the people went back to their tents, joyful and 
glad of heart, for God’s goodness to them all (8 : 66). 

At that time there was only one temple. Now we 
have many churches dedicated to God. Whenever 
we hear the bells they seem to say— 


** Come, come, people come—- 
This the bells’ message to me, to you. 
Come, come, all may come, 
Fathers and mothers and children, too.”’ 


It makes us feel like saying, ‘‘I was glad when 
pee said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 

rd.” 

I thought each one of you would like to make a 
Christmas present for your father. Here is a pic- 
ture of a church (your own, if possible) and a card for 
each one. We will help you to paste the picture 
neatly on the card, then all who can write may put 
the words, ‘‘ Come, Come,” near the steeple, and the 
Golden Text at the bottom of the card. (A small 
calendar for 1909 might be added, and a ribbon for a 
hanger. If preferred, these gifts might be prepared 
some week-day afternoon.) Next week we will-make 
something for each mother. 


Peoria, ILL. 
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_ The Home Department 
By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 
LiMA, IND.—I am to write a paper on the Home 


ment for our convention. Can you 
with any sources of information and methods? Perhaps the 
International Association publishes some literature on the 
= I should like some figures both as to its history and 
of the work that is being accomplished.—J. B. F. 

You can secure the Home ‘ment Leafiet No. 
3 from the International Sunday-School Association, 
805 Hartford Building, Chicago. That will give you 
a full account of the presses of the work, with inter- 
esting statistics. The various denominational and 
undenominational penmebing Denson have quite com- 
plete sets of printed Home Department matter that 
ve of service to you; they can be had without 
cos 


it me in touch 





ILLINOIS.—We have a large Home Department, but for the 

roel, cmepes have had no superintendent. Our former super- 
in! nt moved away, and we find that it is almost im ible 
to find any one who will consent to take the office. ur. Vis- 
itors are as good as the average, but they need the force of a 
leader. We have honestly tried to find one and have failed. 
Can a Department run a superintendent ? 

A superintendent is an absolute necessity for suc- 
cessful work. If you cannot find any one just now 
who will take it, can you not persuade your general 
superintendent to take it and to have charge of the 
Visitors’ meetings, and encourage them until some 
one can be found? I am sure that the close touch 
that the superintendent-would be brought into with 
the Visitors and ens them of the work of the 
Home Department would help both very much. In 
fact, 1 know of several cases where it proved such a 
help that, when an eligible person was found to take 
the department, the general superintendent was 
rather reluctant to give up, and always made it a 

int to attend the Visitors’ meetings. From them 

e got such a glimpse of the home life of the school 
that he felt he could not afford to give it up. 


OREGON.—Why jis:it that so ‘muth. emphasis is put on the 
nécessity of Home Department work when to-house 

is being talked up? We are very desirous of hav- 
ing a canvass of our town, but we have no Home Department 
work in any of our four schools, and it seems to me that one 
new departure is enough. There are those who do not think 
that we should start one without the other, and we, of course, 
wish to do the best thing. Does the lack of Home Depart- 
ment work mar the success of the canvass ? 

You can most certainly have a canvass of your 
town that will be a success from that view-point if 
you do not have any Home Department work. How- 
ever, those who have the information gleaned from 
the canvass will not feel very comfortable if they do 
not make just the use of the knowledge gained that 
was intended hy those who first planned the house- 
to-house visitation. It is the aim to see to it that 
every one is gotten into somé department of the Sun- 
day-school, and you will find after your canvass that 
there are a great many who simply cannot attend 
the sessions of the school; if you would not utterly 
neglect them, you will need to have a Home Depart- 
ment for them. Are you really familiar with the 
Department? You will find that it will pay you 
tichly for all the time that you expend upon it. 





MAINE.—We are having some good-natured differences of 
opinion in regard to our Home Department work. We all 
want to do the best for the work and would be grateful if you 
would answer the following questions : 

Should the superintendent of the department have charge of 
the Sunshine Band and the Messenger Service? Should 
the department hand over all its funds to the treasury of the 
school? Should there be a class for Home Depart- 
ment members in the main schoel or should they go to classes 
where they naturally grade ? 

If you can find good and competent leaders for the 
Sunshine Band and the Messenger Service it would 
be wiser for the Home Department superintendent 
not to take them; such leaders will prove admirable 
helpers for her. If, however, there seems to be no 
one to take these auxilliary helps, the Home Depart- 
ment superintendent cancare for them. That Home 
Department which has its own treasury, pays its own 
bills, and has its own benevolences, is usually the most 
prosperous and the happiest. Allits money is counted 
as from the school, of course, as it is but one of the 
departments. The governing board of the schools 
where the separate treasury is had is always glad to 
act as advisory committee, and the benevolences can 
oftentimes be in close harmony with the benevol- 
ences of the main school. It is best to have a special 
**Home Department Class” in the school. If there 
are young children belonging to the Department they 
undoubtedly would prefer to go into some class of 
suitable age, but as most of the members who can 
occasionally attend the school are adults; it is better 
to have a special class for them, with just the right 
kind of a teacher. 


‘LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13 (1 Kings 8) 











Bidpai’s The Tortoise and the Geese 
Oriental fables and stories retold for chil- 
dren in a charming manner by Maude Bar- 
rows Dutton. 
“ An excellent little child’s book.”"—N. Y. Sux. 
Illustrated. $1.00. 


The Children’s Longfellow 


“A most uisite book to enchant any young 
reader." —Pittsburg Gazette Times. 


With illustrations and decorations in color. 


$3.00. 
Daniel Detoe’s Robinson Crusoe 


Defoe’s great masterpiece is here given 
for the first time in more than a generation, 
in a form perfectly satisfactory to the true 
booklover. 

In two volumes. 16 photogravure illus- 
trations. $5.00 net. Postpaid $5.30. 


Abbie Farwell Brown’s Fresh Posies 


“Rhymes to read and pieces to speak for little 
folks, bound to prove a treasure house of delight.””— 
Philadelphia Press. 


Prettily illustrated in color. $1.50. 
Eva March Tappan’s 
The Chaucer Story Book 


A dozen of the ever popular ‘ Nay sepa>’ | 

Tales,’’ retold in the prose of to-day wit 

Miss Tappan’s well-known skill. 
Illustrated. $1.50. 


Letters from Colonial Children 
Interesting pictures of the pioneer life 
from a child’s point of view. 


“A most entertaining volume.”—Philadelphia 
Press. 


Illustrated. $1.50. 


Arthur.§. Pier’s The New Boy 


“ A clean, healthy story of school days to be heart- 
The Ghebelman: ” 


ily commended.” — 


Iilustrated. $1.50. 


John Trowbridge’s 


A Wireless Telegraph Boy 


“ An unusually good story, having to do with the 
one of a young Russian revolutionist.””— Boston 


With frontispiece. 


Everett T. Tomlinson’s 
Mad Anthony’s Young Scout 


“ Possesses the peculiar charm found in the au- 
thor’s previous romances, especially ‘ The Camp-Fire 
of Mad Anthony.’ ”’—St. Louis Globe- Democrat. 


Illustrated, $1.50. 
oa 


Send postal for Free illustrated Christmas 
Bulletin fully describing the books mentioned 
above and many others. 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN CO. 
4 PARK ST... bed = bad BOSTON 


$1.25. 








We want 


you to know 


how to get your Xmas gifts 
FREE. This new idea is a 
sure winner, and it costs you 
nothing to know about it. 
Send your name and address 
to-day to Farm and Home, 
Dept. 22, Springfield, Mass. 














EVANGELIST’S NEW HYMN BOOK 


Gipsy SMITH 
=. HALLOWED HYMNS 


By 1. ALLAN SANKEY 





26e. = copy, postpaid. S26 por 100 





iP Pastors, etc. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 





FAMILIAR SON OF THE GOSPEL 
The songs we know and love to sing. 83 best gospel 
songs, words and music, $3.00 per.z00. Sample copy, 
cents in stamps. E. A. K. HACKETT, 107 nN. 
ayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


1| 
NEW BOOKS 
BOSTON & NEW YORK 





The Young People’s: 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 13, 1908. 
Books that delight and strengthen 
(Prov. 4 : 1-9). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.— Luke's books (Acts 1 : 1-5). 
TUES.—Paul’s books (2 ‘lim. 4 : 9-13). 
WED.—Peter's books (1 Pet. 1 : 1-5). 
THURS.— Missing books(Num. ar : ont 
FRI.-—Writings in stone (Exod. 24 : 12-18). 
SaT.-—Parchment rolls (Jer. 36 : 2-4). 











a of some books that help explain the 
Tell of some books that inspire you. 
Speak of your favorite writers, and how they 
help you. 


ARRAR’S ‘* Messages of the Books’’ 
will help to give us a new and richer 
idea of the New Testaments Each 

chapter takes up one or more of the New 
Testament books and explains its purpose 
and character, the circumstances which 
called it forth, and the general idea of its 
writer. Each one of the books of the New 
Testament will become more clear and sig- 
nificant to us as we gain’such an understand- 
ing of it, Jukes’ ‘*The Four Gospels’’ 
deals with the Gospels alone, and brings out 
the special view of Christ which each one of 
them was intended to present. Perhaps 
there is some fancifulness in some of his in- 
terpretations, but we shall know better after 
reading his little book or Gregory’s ‘* Why 
Four Gospels, ’’ what God’s purpose was in 
giving us these four accounts of the life of our 
Lord. 

One of our great needs to-day is for a clear 
and well-grounded faith in the deity of Christ. 
There are many people who are not able to 
state why they believe that Jesus is the Son 
of God'so as te convince others who may be 
in. doubt... But there must be adequate rea- 
sons for believing it or we ought not to do 
so. Among the best books on this ‘vital 
question are Simpson’s ‘‘ The Fact of Christ,” 
Bushnell’s ‘*The Character of Jesus For- 
bidding His Possible Classification with 
Men,’’ and Young’s ‘‘Christ of History.”’ 
Whoever will read these thoughtfully will be 
able thereafter to state clearly, in part at 
least, why he believes that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God. 

Another of our great needs is to realize 
just what Christianity means when applied to 
life. What kind of men and women ought we to 
be as Christians? Jeremy Taylor wrote long 
agé a book on ‘‘ Holy Living’’ and William 
Law one entitled ‘* A Serious Call.’? These 
old books have still their message for men. 
But perhaps most of us would find most 
practical help in Professor Drummond’s 
‘*The Ideal Life,’? a book made up of his 
earlier addresses which in some respects are 
stronger and more vital than his later ones. 

We need also to read good books about 
our social duty, about the place Christianity 
w.s meant to fill in the life of the world, about 
those relations in which we stand to others 
and through which we are meant both to do 
our work in the world and to fulfill our 
own character. Peabody’s ‘‘ Jesus Christ 
and the Social Question ’’ is a good book to 
read, also Jacob Riis’ ‘*‘ How the Other Half 
Lives.’’ 

And biographies are always helpful. 
Hicks’ little life of Horace Rose and Henry 
Wright’s life of Lawrence Thurston entitled 
‘* A Life with a Purpose,’’ are good lives of 
young college men who finished their work 
here while still in early manhood. Of mis- 
sionary biographies and reminiscences Miss 
McBeth’s ‘‘ The Nez Percé Indians,’’ Thomp- 
son’s ‘* Life of Griffith John’’ and Clark’s 
** Life of Clark of the Punjab ’’ and Amy Car- 
michael’s ‘‘ Overweights of Joy’’ and the life 
of Mrs. Gamewell of Peking are books which 
will bring lessons of courage and faith to us 
all. 

But about the Bible itself? How often 
have we read it this last week? And how 
much of it have we read? How long has it 
been since we read it through? How long 
since we read one of the Gospels through? 
This is the one great book. There is little 
in any other book that is not here. ‘Let 
me be a man of this one book,’’ said Wes- 
ley. We can have no better ambition about 
books. 
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Fresh, High-Grade Materials 
No Benzoate of Soda in 


EIN 


Mince Meat 


When you know that Benzoate of Soda is a 
dangerous product of coal tar, condemned by U. S. 
_Government authorities as positively injurious to health— 
When you know its use often indicates the presence 
of unwholesome, low-grade matetials— 
You should think twice before purchasing mince meat 
or any product containing this chemical. 
a NVhile careful reading of labels shows when Benzoate of 
Soda is present in sealed mince meat, you are protected in 
buying the bulk product only in making sure that the brand is 


Guaranteed Free From Artificial Preservative 


Heinz Mince Meat is eumpeced only of choice cuts of beef 
and rich white suet; sound, luscious apples; Four-crown 
Valencia confection raisins and finest Grecian currants ; Leghorn 
candied fruits and peels; pure spices of Heinz grinding. 

In the sunny, cleanly Heinz Model Kitchens these 
materials are prepared and blended with great precision and 
care, producing mince meat of a flavor and quality 
quite unattainable with ordinary home facilities. 


No Chemicals, and guaranteed 
to please or grocers refund money. 






























dn glass, tin and- stone 
crocks—also by the pound 
from reliable dealers 


Last year 30,000 visitors were freely shows 
through the Heinz Kitchens. Products pare 
chased from a wide-open establishment are 
always safe fo buy. Let us send bookle?. 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 
New York Pittsburgh Chicago 


Londen 











[ Classified Advertising | 


Motion Picture Machines 


MOTION Picture Machines, Film Views, Magic Lan- 

terns, Slides, and similar Wonders For Sale. Cata- 
logpe ‘ree. We alsd Buy ic Machines, Films, 
ides, etc. Harbach & Co., ilbert St., Phila., Pa. 


For Bible Students 


ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MEMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 
works. Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing 

ure. Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New York. 


Sankey’s Story 


4 MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 

PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 

wonderfully interesting book of au ical 

reminiscences. 410 pages. 24 illustrations. uti- 
? 









































fully bound. Pri : . The Sunda: 
School Times Co., roar Walnut St, Philadelphia, Pa, 
Financial 
G!X PER CENT g din t d by 
000,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 





investors duri st . Write for book- 
New York Realty Owners Co., Suite: 500, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New Yor 


Agents Wanted 


GENTS—$300 every month selling our wonderful 
A covensios tide Set. Send for sworn state- 
meat of $12 daily profit. OutfitFree. Thomas Manu- 


Civil Ser- 
to $1,800 per 
instruction ‘by mail. Writs peer. uring Co., 316 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 
Civil Service containing ormation ce 
about all = examinations and questions re- Pictures 
COLUMBIAN CORRESP. COLLEGE, WASHINGTON, D. C. BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 


THESCH UFFLER MISSIONARY TRAINING of Photographs of Holy Land Views, Utensils 


\ and Furnishings illustrating ( manners and 
. of Cleveland, Ohio, prepares young with eet lonel uctions of famous 











LE wrt Ra | 




















secretaries and church visitors paintings. 2s Pictures for ro cents. These Pictures 

ey png ripe Ce 5 re bac ten of the wellknown “Sunday Senos 
year. rres| imes son Pictures.” ey have been assort 

MARY WOOSTER MILLS, | into packages of twenty-five enth, and will be sold for 


venue, S. E., Cleveland. Ohio. | the nominal sum of 10 cents; 12 packages (a total of 








300 pictures) for One Dollar ; postage din either 
case. id at once. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 10o3r Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





D®9RFe COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 
- Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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has 'bd waaay Gs 


Doctor PELL 
in your Sunday-school ? 


1. In aiding the teacher in the 
preparation of the lesson ? 
Ask us about Pell’s Notes, the fa- 


How to Celebrate the Nativity 








There are two ways of observing our Saviour’s Birthday in the Sunday- 

school, One is the time-honored custom of giving every scholar a little 

gift,—a box of candy, or a toy, or an orange or apple. The other is to let 

every scholar bring a gift which shall go to make Christmas brighter in a 

home less fortunate. The Times here presents a variety of tested methods 
for observing Christ’s Birthday in the newer and better way. 


=e 


















vorite lesson help of progressive 
teachers the world over. 


2. In getting your advanced pupils 
interested in the lessons? 


Ask us about The Modern Sunday 
School, which contains, in addition 
to all the new ideas for Sunday-school 
workers, Pell’s Notes condensed and 
arranged especially for Senior and Bible class scholars and the Home Depart- 
ment. . Your advanced pupils are not interested in quarterlies; they never 
will be, They ought to Tere amonthly. Zhe Modern Sunday School is the 
lowest-priced high-class monthly lesson help published—only 25 cents a year 
in quantities, ° 












bert Harding Company; The; Richmond; ies aca | 
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**The Oxford Teachers’ 
excellence 


‘Bible is the Bible 
of the World.” 


NOW READY! 
‘ BIGHT NEW EDITIONS 


OXFORD 
Black Faced Type 


BIBLES 


Four on Oxford White Paper. Four 
on the famous Oxford India Paper. 
Peart 32mo. A wonderful clear 
type in a small-size book. 
Nonpareil 24mo. A Gem of Print- 


ing. 
Minion 16mo. A model hand Bible. 


Brevier 16mo. Large type in small 
compass. Ou A quart ia a pint 





par 
OXFORD 
Teachers’ Bibles and 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


With New aoth Century Helps ar- 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 


THE HELPS 


The Christian Advocate, Nashville, 
says: “‘ The‘helps are real helps. Un- 
like those in many of the cheap Bibles, 
pay see bee Boy lai na Hy together 
n fashion, but represent 
the freshest and ablest work of the 
foremost modern scholars.” 








SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32nd Street, New York 


measure. 

“The new Bible just published 
the Oxford Sn cm wothout Me 
the finest product of the kind ever 
given to the public.’ 






















organ or piano anywhere on 
You should have this book before buying any piano or 
organ anywhere. Let us send it to you free. 


Sent To You For A 
_ Year’s Free-Trial 


Name Your Own Price and Terms. 


Why Shouldn’t You Buy 
As Low As Any Dealer? 
ae have saved from $25 to 


ae 
Cornish 





terms, two to 
needed. That's the ‘Cornish plan in rors J 

You save one-third to one-half what 
othermakerofhigh grodeinstramontamnuss 











Twenty Years of Giving 


a? EAUTIFUL Wessex ’’—so be it 
called here—is a tiny mountain- 
circled village of twenty-five dwell- 

ings, and less than a hundred inhabitants. 

It is always fresh with neat lawns and recent 

paint on houses and barns, Around it, in 

valley and on hill, the parish stretches from 
one to four miles in the directions which the 
letters of the word ‘* news ’’ represent, over 

a rough and thinly-populated region that 

containg about half as many people as fifty 

years ago. Some score of years agone the 


varied from home expenses to *‘ far Cathay;’’:|- 
peor ee and pulpit Bible‘fo Armenian 
‘hst 


erers, Alaskan “church edifice, negro 
Roplls, Indian school, and Cuban orphans, 

e have raised our offerings to the unprece- 
dented sum of sixty dollars, just double the 
average until five years ago? 

The story is short; it will not be a prize- 
winner ; but it may help some one else. 
First, the superintendent announced some 
two months before Christmas that it was 
time for classes to choose how they would 
make their offerings to the Lord ‘‘ as on his 
birthday.’? Then there followed weekly 
some suggestion that kept it in mind,—a re- 
quest that the money given by children be 
not begged from parents, but earned; a list 
of possible objects (by request), a call for 
teachers to report what choice their classes 
had made, a mention of the prospective ob- 
jects with commendation of their choice, a 
proposal that all bring vegetables, clothing, 
or other gifts for a children’s home to which 
they could easily be sent; a prayer for the 
right spirit in our giving ; instruction that 
each class bring forward its gift, with a state- 
ment of the object and the amount. 

The trimming of the chapel was beautiful, 
the children’s singing good beyond the 
usual, the recitations carefully avoided all 
reference to Santa Claus and put Christ and 
his example of ministration to the fore, as 


_| did the songs. And the offerings? Well, 


they were not remarkable in amount. There 
were ten barrels, of almost everything,— 
apples, potatoes, cabbages, rice, beans, 
cereals, clothing, books, popcorn, candy, 
doughnuts, and canned goods, and thirty 
dollars in cash. 

But there was something else to mention, 
several somethings. One was that every 
class chose for itself some ministry unto 
others that could not in any way benefit 
themselves,—no giving to any need in our 
own parish, where sOmetimes a barrel of 
flour or other charity has gone. To orphans 
in India and Cuba, to a church in the South, 
to teachers in the ‘‘ Black Belt,’’ we gave 
‘tas unto Him.’’ For another thing, chil- 
dren, as a rule, chose to give to other chil- 


.dren,— pupils, orphanages, coal for poor 


children. Again, a new enthusiasm was 


_kindled by the idea of giving what each had 


earned, and what it was a real sacrifice to 


give. There has been no equal interest in | 





any previous Christmas exercise. Why, 
then, no larger giving? . Because this time 
there was included no considerable offering 
from any well-to-do giver, but the almost, or 
quite, fifty dollars in value was made up by 
the smaller gifts of almost every individual, 
and a general increase in nearly every class, 
and: the religious impetus of the occasion 
was marked beyond that of other years. 
Let me add that the next day (Christmas 
morning) the pastor met the children in a 
service that might be called a combination of 
Decision Day and an Endeavorers’ conse- 
cration meeting, whose fruits perhaps were 


: P . : : one wealthy citizen offered the Sunday-school | helped to ripen on that Christ E h 
3. In helping young men in their daily life ? a Christmas tree fruited at his sole expense, a, arctan o yoatieresh po sadhy aegieee, 
Ask us about The Young Man in Business, the little journal that is doing and since then it has yearly produced a crop | or’ dimes, and sat before our children’s 
so much to inspire high ideals in‘our young men. An ideal Christmas present for the children, of which he has borne the | Christmas tree, between the greeting— 
for the young men in the Bible classes. cost, except so far as others have volunteered : 
; ? A their contributions. Its reason has been ‘* We salute you, friends, to-night ; 
4. In your opening and closing-exercises ? that so largely the children—under fourteen pe pepe peng ot bright, 
Ask us about Dr. Pell’s Sunday-school Programs. Nothing like them —are of families that can afford little for Merry Clirishoie was and all!” 
to awaken interest in the school itself. Christmas gifts. These are distributed to } P am 
‘ 4 every child in the parish, whether connected | 8nd the closing benediction— 
5. In your efforts to bind the hearts of the pupils to the schcol? {| with the school or not. _ As we bid you farewell, now our service is 
Ask us about our Birthday Cards for older pupils, .each containing a The average membership of the Sunday- done, d 
meneane fram De. Bau. ° school was about eighty ; the average attend- We pray the dear Saviour to bless every one ; 
6 sib, - ance fifty and a fraction. Abouttwentyyears| Let us en, Neve for other some word of 
6. In binding the hearts of teachers and. pupils to you when ago the pastor, at his advent, introduced | - good cheer ; ; 
Cl ens comes? pup y the plan of making prominent at the Christ- And *N is pcre ae and a happy 
arg ’ mastide an offering to the Lord. This -has seid 
Ask us about the Pell Calendar for 1909, the. most attractive and appro- often exceeded in amount the weekly offer- —£. C. Starr, Cornwall, Conn. 
priate Christmas present to be obtained anywhere at the price. ings of the whole year, and at its best has z 
s ‘ ’ owes reached fifty dollars, a good sum for a school 
; pee” Sample copy of sbove publications (except calendar) free upon request. rhose pm ag dlidadnare is but fifty. In How 3 rH ag 
e past the classes have’ each chosen their ow One School. Celebrated 
Ro own objects for this giving, and they have 


UR Sunday'school” détiaéd’ to give 'a 
Christmas treg‘to a mission Sunday- 


school in the West, which was too | 
poor to have such an entertainment. Each 


member of the school brought what he could, 
and the teachers and other adults interested 
contributed money, with which a committee 
purchased suitable presents to supplement 
the children’s gifts. .Mr. S: T. Howard, a 
member of the school, compiled a suitable 
program for the occasion. 

A temporary platform:was arranged at one 
end of the audience-room, slightly higher at 








New Life 
Found in Change to Right Food 


After one suffers from acid dyspepsia, 
sour stomach, for months and then finds 
the remedy is in getting the right kind of 
food, it is something to speak out about. 

AN. Y. lady and her young son had 
such an experience and she wants others 
to know how to get relief. She writes: 

‘For about fifteen months my little 
boy and myself had suffered with sour 
stomach. We were unable to retain 
much of anything we ate. 

‘* After suffering in this way for so long 
I decided to consuit a specialist in stom- 
ach diseases. Instead of prescribing 
drugs, he put us both on Grape-Nuts 
and we began to improve immediately. 

‘*It was the key toa newlife. I found 
we had been eating too much heavy food 
which we could not digest. In a few 
weeks after commencing Grape-Nuts, I 
was able to do my housework, I wake 
in the morning with a clear head and 
feel rested and have no sour stomach. 
My boy sleeps well and wakes with a 
laugh. 

‘*We have regained our lost weight 
and continue to eat Grape-Nuts for both 
the morning and evening meals. We 
are well an happy and owe it to Grape- 
Nuts.” ‘* There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek,: Mich. . Read ‘‘ The Road to 


Wellville,”: in pkgs. 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fufllof human 
interest. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13 (: Kings 8) 


‘THE SUNDAY 


With a Bright Giving Christmas 


the back. At one side were the gifts. At 
the back of the platform two rows of seats, 
with four chairs in front; at the right; a 
stand on which was a crown. (We had one 
made of tin by a tinsmith, but any ingenious 
person could make one of pasteboard and 
wire.) The crown must be covered with 
holly or evergreen, so tied. on that small 
bunches of flowers can be easily = 
among the green. The following d 

will den the arrangement : 








f 





SO ON AwWaw da 
a 
a 


STAND 











When the time came for the exercises to 
commence, the children marched in, the ten 
who were to speak taking their places in the 
front seats of the audience-room, the others 
upon the seats of the platform and the four 
chairs (marked C in the diagram). Zach of 
the speakers carried a smal! bunch of flowers 
to represent their offering. 

en the first child had spoken, she 
stepped to the crown and placed her bunch 
of flowers in it, and while doing so, the chil- 
dren on the platform recited in concert the 
passage of Scripture. After placing the 
flowers, the child took her stand at 1. Then 
the sé¢ond’ Child canie fotward,’ 
speaking and placing the flowers, "stood at 2, 
and so on, until all had spoken. While re- 
citing ‘the last passage of ripture, the chil- 
dren seated on the chairs arose. ‘Care should 
be taken that’ the tallest child speak first, and 
so on, bringing the shortest in front at 10, while 
those’on the chairs should be of the same 








Clever Wife 
Knew How to Keep Peace in Family 


It is quite significant, the number of 
persons who get well of alarming heart 
trouble when they Iet up on coffee and 
use Postum as the beverage at meals. 

There is nothing surprising about it 
however, because the harmful alkaloid 
in coffee—caffeine—is not present in 
Postum, which is made of clean, hard 
wheat. 

** Two years ago I was having so much 
trouble with my heart,” writes a lady in 
Washington, ‘‘that at times I felt quite 
alarmed. My husband took me to a 
specialist to have my heart examined. 

‘‘The doctor said he could find no or- 
ganic trouble but said my heart was irri- 
table from some food I had been accus- 
tomed to eat, and asked me to try and 
remember what disagreed with me. 

‘*I remembered that coffee always 
soured on my stomach and caused me 
trouble from palpitation of the heart. So 
I stopped coffee and began to use Postum. 
I have had no further trouble since. 

‘* A neighbor of ours, an old man, was 
so irritable from drinking coffee that his 
wife wanted him todrink Postum. This 
made him very angry, but his wife 
secured some Postum, and made it care- 
fully according to directions. 

‘He drank the Postum and did not 
know the difference, and is still using it 
to his lasting benefit. He tells his wife 
that the coffee is better than it used to 
be, so she smiles with -him and keeps 

ace in the family by servin Postum 
instead of coffee.” ‘* There’s a Reason.’ 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


atid. after | 








height, that when they rise the cross formed 
be symmetrical. Also have the children 
ty on the chairs ones that can be de- 


— upon to remember the pomean of 
ipture and recite promptly. e seats at 
the back were numerous enough to accom- 
modate a large number, and so all the pri- 
mary class took part, which we considered 


very desirable, as such exercises are too often 
confined to a favored few. 


PROGRAM 


am ‘“‘ The Birth of Jesus." 


Fine re child : My offering is for the poor. 

All the children in concert: Blessed is he 
that considereth the poor. 

— child: This offering is for the freed- 


man: If therefore the Son shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed. 

Third child: My offering is for the Indians 
a) le of Alaska. 

: But whoso hath the world’s goods, and 
beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up 
his compassion from him, how doth the love of 
God abide in him ? 

. Fourth child: My offering is for Mexico and 
Central America. 

All : They shall be my people, and I will be 
their God, in truth and in righteousness. 

Fifth child: I bring an offering for South 
America. 

All: He shall have dominion also from sea 
to sea, and from the River unto the ends of the 
earth. 

Sixth child : This offering is for Africa. 

All: Ethiopia: shall stretch out her hands 
unto God. 

Seventh child: I bring an offering for the 
isles of the sea. 

All: The isles shall wait for me, 
mine arm shall they trust. 

Eighth child: This offering is for India. 

All: They shall call on my name, and I will 
hear them: I will say, It is a3, peopie ; and 
they shall say, Jehovah is. my. God : 

Ninth child : I have an offering ‘for’China. 

All : Lo, these shall come from far ; and, lo, 
these from the north and from the west ; and 
these from the land of Sinim, « 

Tenth child: My offering is for Siam. 

All: Go ye into.all the world, and preach the 
gospel to the whole creation. 


and on 


As soon as the last Scripture was recited, 
the congregation rose, and all joined in the 
closing hymn, ‘‘ Coronation.’’ As the pro- 
gram was too brief to fill the allotted time, it 
was preceded by a short talk by a member 
of the school.—M/. A. 8B. Howard, Roches- 
ter, N. Y. . 


A Michigan Way 


BLIEVING that the Sunday-school is 
an educational. institution, and that 
Christmas time is the occasion of the 

year when the lesson of unselfish giving 
should be taught, the officers and teachers 
of the Holly, Michigan, Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school conceived and adopted the follow- 
ing plan, and carried it out successfully : 
The idea was first to find some school under 
the care of our denominational Home Mis- 
sion Board, where both boys and girls of all 
ages were enrolled to the number equal to 
the enrolment of our Sunday-school ; then 
to secure the names of those scholars classi- 
fied according to age and sex; to give the 
name of an individual scholar in that school 
to an individual scholar in our Sunday-school 
of a corresponding age so far as possible, 
boys’ names to boys, girls’ names to girls, 
with the understanding that the holder of 
that name would supply a Christmas gift for 
the person it represented ; to plan a Christ- 
mas exercise, in which should be emphasized 
God’s great gift to needy men in Jesus Christ 
and man’s great duty to give to needy fellow- 
men at Christmas time; to instruct the 
scholars to bring their gifts to this exercise, 
with the names previously attached, and at 
the proper time in the program they would 
be hung on the tree ; to hold this exercise on 
the Sunday night before Christmas, in order 
that the presents might be packed on ag 
day morning and shipped immediately in 
order to reach the home mission scholars by 
Christmas Day. 

Accordingly, after a search among some 
missionary leaflets, the names of two schools 
were found which sg¢emed to meet our re- 
quirements. Two letters were written ex- 


( Continued on next page, third column) 
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AN EXCEEDINGLY UNIQUE AND ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF 


Little Books % 


PARTIR sat Y 
DAPTED 


for Christmas Gifts 





These books are harmoniously 


printed in two ce 
effective 


The end papers Pare original jb character 





Sh idtatdnatistie bale 





The Song of Our Syrian Guest 
By William Alien Knight 
After nearly half a million copies have been sold, 
the demand is greater now than ever. 
The Land of Pure Delight 
By Rev. Geo. 4. Gerdon, D.D. 
Like all the writings of this distinguished 


peaches, Seen 2 oe note to supreme 
yyy BH oy at F 

appeal of our 
ae seed and the heights of our heavenly 
aspirations, 


The Gospel of Good Health 
By Charlies Reynolds Brown 
The cry of “ Good Health for a dollar a bottle” 


good ; ~ X t the price of a sical, mental, spi 
one’s . 

itual, by bri them inte joy: yous te 

the By prt of God is dex wrt the fore. Kea 


Dr. Brown's: inspiri is a fresh and 
genuine contribution t this subject. 


The Love Watch 
By William Allen Knight 


The simple reverence of his style and the ex- 
quisite word painting of author take the 
reader into the yd of the Bethany 
home of Lazarus and his sisters. 


The Signs in the Christmas Fire 


By William Allen Knight 


ae this very human and touching Christmas 
ry Dr. Knight has shown again the yo ae 


ties $ which mag such a wide appeal to rea 

“The Song of Our Syrian Guest,” sympathetic 
i ht into gy Ee of all and races, 
ten: sentiment, fi power of interpretation, 


and delicate grace of Feastadien. 


The Keen Joy of Living 


By John Edger Park 
It is not often that one Goosemiars the sheer 
zest for living that bubbles up. in these. pages as, 
from a perennial sprin; It will prove a tonic = 


persone who, regard, Me qoles-e will Pachghtin it.” it: 


The Practice of Immortality 


By Washingten ee 
Either for ourselves, or for 
all sometimes ke: for 


a. sige is 
yond the ve. For such a time 
or asa 


ft for one in sorrow 
message ¢ this can be found. — 


The Face Angelic 


By Hiram Collins Haydn 


oult Sie cision Kesie book Mr. Haydn sh how 
the ordinary human being © may coalice “he-eae 
Sy 
e 
¥ ly tempers an 


Whence Cometh Help 
By John W. Buckham 
Professor Pyshhew adds to a devout ns of 
= 4 & literary ideals 
ves igh ary A. a and unerrin 


perme Tittle devotional om yy rather on 


inexpensive that it wile a very wide appeal. 
The Story of the Child that 
Jesus Took 
By Newman Smyth 


A most delightful ot speech of a life that might 
have been lived by in Galilee when vat 
was here among = 


The Blues Cure 
An Anti-Worry Recipe 


By Delia Lyman Porter 


We will leave the reader to find out for himself 
what the Great Golden Remedy is which was ad- 
ministeted by the doctor of the ge Cute office 








to Fe mgubtions young. theolog a sorrowin 

widow, a painfully psy youth, ": on girl, an 

various ofbe ers. Fe pl say that Hs Stns x 
oO 
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By yr Aa and |. H. Merenitn. 
Price, 25-cents each hemes ‘Postpaid. Sent for ex- 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
57 Washington St., Chicago. 150 Fifth Ave., New York 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

















Ni Vv 
(lott OF Me STAR | Samples of all four 
ACE. 12 cents in stamps 
ai BETHLEHEM 
New Cantata for Sunday-schools.—Santa Claus at 


Miss *g (and 8 others). Brilliant a snaj y 
dialogue and action,—easy to learn. Price, 25 cen 
Returnable copy free. 

No. 2. .-The ex- 


NOW EADY —Veles of 
perience o uarter conpury. e best of the greatest 
composers is ere. $25 the andred. Send for sample. 


WALL- MACK CO. Rew Yori rian Xvence 
ORIGINAL CHRISTMAS SrRViCtE 


To Welcome the King ) Sea45 cenw for 
On Christmas Day ; = 


An ideal gift f H 
scholar of friend All His Benefits Giron” 
rigs he aeons notes on the vom F salm. 100 
Pp., finest gift binding. Special price, 25c., postpaid. 
PRAISE PUB. CO. 508 Perry Building 
Fairbury, Ilinois Philadelphia, Pa. 


Bible Directory #2. 


Contains 5,000 Facts, and 1,7 abe “3 4 
Holy Writ, wre the 7ext Verse from ey 

chapter. pie i afore and Students find 

it myer meet ne ee : Reference book, | in class, 

pra’ eéting, a 2a, Reference bo 
id, . s wanted. Liberal tegianlitloes’ 

FOR Crm MAS.—Birt ; Affec- 
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@ two-cent Le Bewelb. N and 

ell, Niles, Mich. 
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TIDINGS OF JOY. SERVICES 
THE ANGEL CHORUS 3-new and oA carvices for Christmas by-Adam- 

om remy: pene a ration for Price, $1.00. Geibel, W. A. Post, Mrs. R. R. Forman and others, 

I “ig oer ve three and others » THE MEssiAtL” “ Tae snems” MESSAGE,” 

’ te CHILD PROMISE."’ 

Jolly GmeDREN'S s. CANTATAS. Each 5 cents a copy, 55 cents Pet dozen, postpaid ; 
By ore Se and I, H. Merepirn. Sy-co ee ee a eee Send 10 cents for 
B a ie. Hour and I. EREDITH. With Santa ‘ole. A new Christmas 
with the Dream Man cantata for yo Music by Adam Geibel ; 


people. 
book and fystes, HS. B, James. Unquestionably one 
he most attractive juvenile Christmas cantatas 
one ros Price, 30 cents per copy, postpaid ; 
r dozen, not prepa xamination copy sent 
an’ = ad tg to be returned or included in the pte 
an for our Special Christmas Circular 


bing 8 new Christmas publications. Sent 
— on request, 


175 Wabesh Ave., CHICAGO | 








Adam Geibel Music Co., 1226 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SONGS WORTH WHILE 








The latest, pores, § and = = lection Sunday- 

school music, new and old ; ohn, D.D., editor, 

— d 3s cents for ones 25 copy As judge for yourself. 
per 100; no’ 


IDEAL CHRISTMAS ) SERVICE 


A unique m, enlivened liant sic; 
D.C. John, D.D., editor. on r- $ conte: = 


onutiis:,® oo Ba sg DOIN, & fowa 


YOU HAVE 


Often wished for p ensiofvetney Reward to use in 
pe S ie - school, we have it, in the 

joma, wile ed by Marion 
yp nnnalh. —~¥ u in his famous Toledo school 
and many others for twenty-one years. nd 
to-day for sample and Christmas Catalog, /ree. 


World Sunday School Supply Co., Detroit, Michigan. 
taining hus lustrations. and‘ descriptions 

4 -— ~y 8. 
Sand Yor your Church and Sunday. School. 


Prices, $1.00 to $2.00 per too. Samples of fifteen 
of a immense — of Cards; 
MacCalla & Co.; Inc., pf5, Deck Strest- 

















varieties for 35 cents, Single samples 3 cents. 
Our 120- 
Xmas Novelties. 


FREE 2 Fees Holiday Catalogue con- 
our large line of Pi 
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Peloubet’s "tno Quarterlies 


lise cs Gepshidia Less Gold) ose Da A 
have won the fn place for themeclves among, Sunday-schoo 


editors, comprising REV. F. N. PELOUBET, D. D., REV. 


F. SCHAUFFLER, D. D., MRS. M. G. KENNEDY, and Mrs. ANNA L. 
BURNS, stands at the head of Sunday-school writers, and their names guar- 


antee their worth. 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 
The genet eins to teachers who are ansow Yo present the enone in 


fnest helpful and concise form. 


Is particularly arranged and 


Western Office, 
228 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill, 








Home eee Quarterly 


adapted to interest and benefit those outside of 
the immediate Sunday-school. It contains a full 
Gan team the teanons to Guiiiten tw ten poms 
Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Department requisites. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


peep of Cnteatine <ighnn- 
matter. 


120 Boylston Street, Boston. 
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lessons next year. | 
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. SANDERS | 


recently Secretary of the Congregational S.S. and Pub- 
lishing Society and now President of Washburn Col- 
lege, has written for us a series of lessons on 


** Apostolic Church History” 


which cover in graded lessons the same subject matter 
that the International Lessons will cover is ae 
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The Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, November 28, 1908 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”” 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 

75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 

One copy, or any number of 

5 1 00 copies less than five, $1.00 each; 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage; 
the above rates become $1 and $1. 50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies ional will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in.a club at the 
95 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunda Lew Times will be sent to any of the 
countries cm in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, qi -F. includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great_Britain, Mr. T, French Downie, 2x War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly or half- 
— subscriptions at the ‘above rate, the paper to 

mailed direct from eee to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL-Timgs CoQ,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Why Pay 
Out Money 


to buy your Xmas Gifts ? 


We'll tell you how to get 
them FREE. It costs you 
nothing to know about this new 
idea. Don't send money—just 
your name and address to Farm 
and Home, Dept. 22, Spring- 
field, Mass. 
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plaining. the plan, and asking for information 
concerning the boys and cine in the schools. 
The first answer was received from the 
mt of Kendall School, Sumter, 
South Carolina, giving the information and 
the names of the boys and girls properly 
classified: Kendall is a school for freedmen. 
We adopted the colored boys and girls. The 
plan was explained to the Su -school, 
and was enthusiastically received. The 
names were distributed to every member of the 
school so far as possible, and then the scholars 
began to for their gifts When the 
Sunday night came, after a brief introductory 
ram, the roll of the classes was called. 
class came forward in a body to the 
platform, and after an appropriate song or 
recitation, the members handed their gifts to 
the chairman of the decorating committee. 
He called out the name of the pupil in Ken- 
dall School whose name was attached, and 
then handed the gift to his helpers, who 
placed it.on the fine tree which had been 
provided for the occasion, The members of 
the beginners’ and primary classes each 
brought neat but inexpensive picture-book- 
lets; another class girls brought ‘hair- 
ribbons; .a class of boys brought balls; a 
class of twenty boys from fifteen to eighteen 
years of age brought books and neckties, 
while a class of girls of the same age brought 
aprons made. with their own hands, 

After the rolt had been called, an oppor- 
tunity was given, according to previous an- 
nowncement, for everybody present to con- 
tribute, in whatever way they desired. Many 
who. were not members: of the school were 
glad to have a part in this part of the exer- 
cise. Along with many of the gifts went 
personal Jetters. When all was over, there 
stood the tree, not bare; but loaded heavily 
with Christmas.‘ cheer. Everybody went 
away y, conscious, after all, that to <b aie 
‘is mote’ a. than to ‘receive. 
dren wese-more.than satisfied. . The aaa 
were: confident :that they: had succeeded in 
teaching a real Christmas lesson. 

The box was packed the next mornin 
with a gift for every scholar in Kendall: ‘It 
reached its destination by Christmas Day. 
Owing, however, to certain circumstances, 
the gifts were not distributed until New-year’s 
‘day, when again they were hung on a tree, 
and were the occasion for another happy 
though belated Christmas: exercise. or 
many weeks: after the holidays: letters came 
baek to individual members of the. Holly 
Sunday-scheel. from. the recipients of their 
gifts and Christmas cheer, telling of hearts 
filled with gratitude and lives made brighter. 
— The Rev. F. A. Kuder, Pembervilie, Ohio. 


& 
The Best We Ever Tried 


FTER considerable discussion on the 

= of the committee, we decided to 

ave a ‘*Giving Christmas’’ if by a 

vote of the entire Sunday-school they would 

approve of the same. As the committee had 

become very enthusiastic regarding the plan 

they presented it to the school, who voted 
unanimously in the stiiaietioe. 

A few suggestions were*then given as to 
what the different classes might represent, and 
then they. were told to get to week and repre- 
sent anything they wanted to, in the line of 
eatables'or wearables, and. to make an offer- 
ing of the article or articles that they repre- 
sented. Last of all,-they were told to let no 
other class know ‘what: they were to repre- 
sent, and they certainly didn’t ; not even the 
committee” in~ charge coutd get enough in- 
formation at times to work upon. Right 
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here some one will ask, did you not have 
many duplicates or repetitions? No, we did 
not. By careful and skilful work on the 
| -part-of the committee in charge this can be 
avoided. We had thirty odd offerings and 
no two were alike. And even if two classes 
were to choose the same article they would 
not be likely to represent them in the same 
way. 

To my mind there is less work and more 
joy in the ‘‘Giving Christmas,’’ for every- 
body, than in six others put together. I 
speak from experience. I do not say that if 
all the work were put on one or two or 
the committee, there would not be more 
work, but I mean that the work is so divided 
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_ How. to Celebrate the Nativity” 


Continued from page 615 





among a number that no one feels a heayy 
burden or great responsibility, Let me ex- 
plain further, that each teacher was made 
responsible for his or her class. Now! I 
can hear some one say; there will surely be 
some shirker who will not do his or her part. 
Try it and see, and if the boys or girls in his 
or her class don’t make him add fore the 
entertainment comes off, —if they don’t, I say, 
then they are different by far from a 
many boys and girls that I know. For ex- 
ample: one of our teachers did not take 
much interest im his class at this particular 
time; one of the boys came to the chairman 
of the committee and said: “Mr. 
ain’t goin’ to have us do nothing ; what’!l we 
do?’’ ‘* Well,’’ said the committeeman, ‘let 
me see [this happened the Sunday before the 
entertainment], you all dress as farmers and 
bring all kinds of vegetables for your offering, 
and when you march up all whistle ‘ Yankee 
Doodle,’’’ When the night of the enter- 
tainment arrived they arrived with it, and 
the way they took their part peenens every 
one, and made theirs one of the best num- 
bers on the program. 

Again, the committee in charge does not 
have a half-dozen or more groups of children 
to drill. in songs, dialogues and recitations, 
and they don’t have to bother about getting 
a lot a showy uniforms and garb for them 
to take part in, and they don’t Coes to bother 
about building huts, log cabins, old-fashioned 
wind-mills, or anything of the kind or sort 
to decorate the platform with. You will 
have no need of these things, as our offering 
gave us plenty to decorate with the night of 
the entertainment.’ The fact of the matter 
is that our platform looked more like a small- 
sized general store than anything else. 

The night of the entertainment arrived at 
last and every one was on the alert. For ad- 
mission, we charged. one potato, and those 
who did not bring them could buy them at 
the door | for’ five’ ‘cents. The ‘héuse was 
packed, and there seenied to be inthe very 
atmosphere a of ex y. We 
opened with the usual devotional exercises, 
and then started our program of thirty-six 
numbers, 

The first number was an offering of pan- 
cake flour, made by a class of girls, all 
dressed as ** Aunt Jermimas,’’ with faces and 
hands blackened. After singing ‘‘ Way 
down upon. the Suwanee River,’’ they retired 
to their regular seats with no small-expression 
of appreciation, 

The. next. number was given by two-classes 
of girls about fourteen years of age. ‘ These 
girls represented the Red Cross nurses and 
were all dressed in neat white waists, aprons, 
and caps, each one bearing a tray upon which 
were placed many dainties that would delight 
the palate of many sick or injured. 

A class of small boys had several half- 
bushel baskets of potatoes, two boys to each 
basket, each of which was filled to the brim. 
When they reached the platform they de- 
ported the potatoes.in barrels placed there 
or that pu After repeating the follow- 
ing vers they took their seats with much 
approval : 


te 





ry me, Bake me, Stew me, Boil me : 
*Tis most impossible to spoil me. 

Bells are pealed on Christmas gay 

But we are pealed three times a day. 

We'd open our eyes in great surprise 

To find a man who'd us despise. 

Boil me, Stew me, Bake me, Fry me : 

If you don't believe I’m good, just try me.”’ 


We sent out in all twenty-six Christmas 
dinners of two halfsbushel baskets each, and 
made no small offerings -to the Cleveland 
Christian Orphanage and the Girls’ Training 
Home of Cleveland.— Charles H. ae, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


How .would it. do to give your Sunday- 
school:the nucleus of a Werkers’ Library as 
a Christmas present? Sucha library should 
contain books that will be helpful to your 
teachers for months and months to come. A 
good start can be made for five or ten dollars. 
Lf you send ten cents for a little booklet en- 
titled ** Success by the Volume,” you will 
secure an explanation of the whole subject, 
and a valuable list of books, together with 
suggestions as to helpful combinations. Write 
to The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13 (x Kings 8) 







White Man’s Work 
in Black Man’s Land 
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PpRERE is always somebody, making:.a missionaxy,tour of. the Orient ;-but 
who. ¢ver foHows :the:chain of patgoats 2across on ‘sweltering continent 


1of Africa? » ‘¢'Fhere’s a reason !”’ 


Now and thet atr‘Africari ‘missionary tells hig” ‘eit stéry, Dat hé knows 
‘only. his particular field; and he isnot always trained’ to write. . Many a story 
of — heroism yet awaits the telling. 


EDGAR ALLEN FORBES is a trained journalist, well known as one of 
the editors of‘ The World’s Work.’’ His articles last winter in that 

magazine on ‘‘ American» Healing Around the World’’ and ‘‘ American 

Teaching Around the World”’ made an impression on thinking people. 

The above map shows a 10,000 mile journey in Africa on which Mr. 
Forbes started last August, to be gone a year or two. His object is that of 
observing at close range what he calls. the White Man’s Work in the Black 
Man’s Land. 

Mr. Forbes will pass through or near most of. the great mission fields of 
the Dark Continent—missions of many kinds, many nationalities, many 
denominations. He hopes to trace the progress of the gospel straight across 
Africa. 


Pog. Sunday School Times has arranged with Mr. Forbes for three illus- 

trated articles, coming out of this extraordinary journey of his, which 
will appear in no other periodical. They are promised for the Times’ Golden 
Jubilee Year, 1909. One will take up the miracle-seeming achievements of 
medical missions as. he. finds them in Africa. Another will picture native 
child-life in the darkest. depths of that continent. The subject of the third 
has been left to the traveler to choose,—and he will have a wealth to choose 
from. 


M*® FORBES made very thorough preparations for the success of his per- 

ilous journey, and for obtaining access to reliable sources of informa- 
tion. Aside from letters to missionaries and merchants, he secured letters of 
introduction to nearly every Colonial Governor in Africa, written from the 
Government offices. He will try to see Africa as it is ; and he is pretty sure 
to write in an inspiring but very frank spirit. 


HE West Coast of Africa is a different ‘‘ proposition ’’ from, say, the 
East Coast. The man who goes where Mr. Forbes is headed must 
deprive himself of everything good to eat and drink for a year, must suffer 
very serious discomforts, and becomes a “‘ risk ’’ that the life-insurance com- 
panies do not care about. The opportunity that these articles of the Times 
offer, therefore, for an intimate glimpse of a wild mission field, through the 
eyes of a trained writer, is quite out of the ordinary. 
But it is in keeping with the rest of the program for Golden Jubilee 
Year,—as next week’s issue will. prove. 
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ming some Her Publications “222 


Prel: Dimes Ont's tnipetnnt wow work— 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


Order your copy of this valuable book to-day. . Cloth. 296 pages. $1.j0 net; by mail, $7.62. 


+ J . o e @ e 
Man’s Partnership with Divine Providence. 
By John Telford, D.D. The 38th Fernley Lecture. Believed to be the first adequate treatment 
this important subject. oth. 346 pages. $1.25 net; by mail, 4, $1.97 : 


The Fact of Sin. 2,n. W. Stroup, D. D. 


“After all, the great JSact which is constantly confronting us. The author presents in a fresh and 
forcible way Christ’s standpoint and His solution.’ —Christian World. Cloth. 312 pages. 
$7.00 net; by mail, $1.17. 


The Social Application of Religion. 


Charles Stelzle, Jane Addams, Charles P. McNeil, Graham George P. Eckman. 
a Lectures, 1908. An important ieee: of the present day, Ra 5 here by expert author- 
ities. Cloth. $1.00 net; by mail, $7.12. 


A Primer of Homiletics. 


John Edwards, Instructor Union for Biblical Study. Especially for preachers who have not 
had a course in practical theology. Proceeds from the Purpose of preaching on through the 
Call, the Mathod” of Preparation and Delivery to the Source of the preacher's power. Cloth. 
100 pages. 75. net; by mail, 1c. 


The Resurrection Gospel. 
By John Robson, Sometime Moderator of the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland. “The 


fruitage of profound study of the Gospels, Carried on from a new standpoint and with a fresh 
and original aim.” Cloth. 311 pages. $1.25 net; by. mail, $1.37. 


Social Plans for Young People. 


By Christian F. Reisner, Author of “Workable Plans for Wide Awake Churches,” Contains 
practical plans for winning youn eee le to your Church, holding them there, and turning 
their energies into Church-aid channels. loth. 254 pages. 75¢. net; by mail, &5c. 


Christ’s Table Talk. _, 


By Eugene Russell Hendrix, Bishop of the M. E. Church, South. “Conducts us to the shores of 
a new ocean of spiritual ruth, points out new epts an, ror erty tye by its ths; 
depicts the scenery of land*and sea in a fashion aS prate the imaginatioh then a 
one who would. make a wider; voyage to, Sail for himself’, Plath, Plage geet z. by; mail 


‘Christian Science. ny ray c. Harker, 89% 12% Puweaw 


What Christian Science is and wh _ it_is mets ret it_can_and ‘can not do; told briefly i: 








fairness. Cloth. sot. wet; °*O¥ matt, 5¢c. Hy 10c. Ret ; B7-08 per dozen. Postage, 1§¢. 


‘The. Crisis in Church: ‘Work. “2, tacccii Head Os0om. 


Vivid, soul-stirring chapters on modern methods we win men. Rs | pe lanning evan, 2 sethe 
- work should rea ent it. Cloth. - soc: net; by- mail; 5 6c. ; we i 





ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER OR DIRECT FROM THE PUBLISHERS. 
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When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 


will buy The Sunday School Times FOUNTAIN 

. PEN OUTFIT,— 14k. gold large size Fountain 

Pen, Dixon Eterno Indelible Pencil, and a neat 

ov little pocket case. ‘Thousands of these outfits 


have been sold, and have given general satisfac- 
tion. Your money back for the asking, if not satisfied. 


The Sunday School Times Co. . - . 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


The Difference Fowler’s Florimel Lotion 


The King James Bible was translated os clear, fresh, bf 
and revised in 1604-1611 and the lan- Chappe s jouchmcen ti and saab: ‘ahily bea 
guage is the English of 300 years ago, Con- Ragged bes . erties make the skin exquisitely soft, 
taining many words and phrases not now 














smooth, ‘white, ea in its natural healthy condition. 
A fragrant, enjoyable toilet necessity of felicitous com- 





in use, besides many words which have ap e and, quality, grins piceaing 
changed aning ‘results and rare satisfaction. Ask and take 
entirely in me during that pny substitute. There is nothing “‘just as good.” 
period. yma A wo ond generous sized sample bottle free 
mai 


American 
Stand. 


WLER, ‘Man'f’g Chemist, New London,Conn. 


apd || Before you start 
ible that teacher- 
tmutel wt eietieeee te || training Class 


was translated and revised 1872-1901. The 

Knnguace is the Engtiah ofthe present day: 

peel AR. ROO { Be sure to examine our new 
tranelations. It is the latest and best ver- book,. ‘‘ Training the Teacher’’ 


SS ae (Schauffler, Lamoreaux, Brum- 
manuscripts ALY E 1611 and had baugh, Lawrance). 


for reference the recent s by 
England, Germany, France, Holland, Nerway, { If you wish, we will send you 
a copy on approval ; pay for it 


Sweden and Denmark 
24. Page ‘Booklet Be t 
or return it as you choose. 
(Cloth, 50 cents ; strong paper, 


ic tolls the story of the Bible, ey peony transla- 
35 cents, postpaid. ) 


tions that have been made, and aames of promi- 
 . yo ee and | eer endorsing the 
q The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut St, Phila- 


merican Standard 
delphia, Pa. 
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25 Cents 


For one who likes to search the 
.. . Seriptures , 


Radio-Active Texts. By Bisnop 
HENRY W. WARREN. Searching 
comments on Scripture texts, 
Gift-book style, art cover (paper), 
text in colors. 25 cents. : 


For any thoughtful friend 


Meditations on the Apostles’ 
Creed. ByWILLiAM J.GREGORY. 
A devotional gift book, printed 
with colored border ; 


purple and gold. 25 cents. 





35 Cents 
For one who practises daily meditation 


The Trumbull Year Book. » Com- 
piled by CAROLINE K. HERRICK 
from the’ writings of tlie late H: 
Clay Trumbull. A reading for 
each day of the year. Cloth, 35 
cents ; padded leather, 60 cents, 





50 Cents 

For one whe seeks help.in prayer 
How to Talk with God. By A 
VETERAN PASTOR.” A’ very sug- 
gestive, shapier on talking with 
tod, ‘and fifty-two prayers?’ A 
devotional book. 
stamped in gold. 


White ; cloth,, 
50 cents, 
For the pastor or a teacher 


Teacher-Training with the Mas- 
tér Teacher. By C.S. Bearps- 
LEE, A devotional study of Christ 
in the act of teaching. 50 cents, 


For parents 


Pleasant-Sunday-Afternoons for - 


the Children. Eighteen chap- 
ters of tested plans for the free 
hours of Sunday. 50 cents. 





'.75 Cents 
For one who enjoys character sketches 


White Christopher. By ANNIE 
TRUMBULL SLosson. A tale of 
the New Hampshire hills. Three 
illustrations. Bound in-blue 
cloth, stamped in white and blue ; 
gold top. 75 cents. 


" For a boy or a girl 


Outdoors, Indoors, and Up. the 
Chimney. By CHarRLes Mc- 
ILvAINE. Happily put explana- 
tions of everyday phenomena. 
Illustrated. 75 cents. 





$1.00 
For any booklover 

Simples from the Master’s Gar- 

den. By ANNIE TRUMBULL 

SLosson. Exquisite sketches of 

everyday characters. Art cover, 

gilt top,-colored border on pages. 

$1.00, 


For one who loves life in the open 


Off the Rocks. By WiLrrep T. 
GRENFELL, Labrador physician 
and missionary. A book of high 
purpose and of adventure. $1.00. 


cover in | 


The Making of a Teacher. By 
MARTIN G. BRUMBAUGH. A 
book of encouragement and prac- 
tical teaching hints. $1.00. : 


Por a growing young man 


The Life Story of Henry 7 

. Trumbull, By. Pup &, 
‘Howarp. A biography that 
breathés forth the spirit that 
makes for true manhood, $1.00; - 

4 postage, 15 cents extra, / 


For a Bible student 

Our Misunderstood Bible. By» 

. H. Cray. TRUMBULL... Well- 
known Bible passages as they are _; 
commonly but wrongly accepted. © 

$1.00. , 





- $1.25 


For one who oaleyed the ‘‘ Bonnie 
Brier Bush ’’ 


St.. Jude’s. _By IAN MACLAREN._ 
The last of the books from this 
gifted author’s pen. Stories 
grouped about Carmichael, of 










. Drumtochty... $1,25; 


> 
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$1.50 
For a Bible student 
The Ancestry of Our English 
‘ Bible. By Ina M. Pricz. Ang 
inviting, readable story of Bible. 
versions. Fully illustrated. $1.50. ® 


Studies in Oriental Sociai Life. ~ 
By H. Ciay TRUMBULL, A 
choice side-light on Bible study, 
$1.50. : ’ 

Dated Events of the Old Testa- 
ment. By WILLIs J. BEECHER. 
A valuable and standard chronol- 
ogy. $1.50. 


i. 





$1.65 


For everybody 


Fountain Pen Outfit. An extra 
large size 14-karat gold pen, a 
Dixon Eterno Indelible pencil, 
and a convenient pocket carrying 
case. Fully guaranteed; money 
back if not entirely satisfactory. 





$2.00 
For a Bible student 
Light on the Old Testament from 
Babel. By Apert T. Chay, 
A clear, authoritative discussion 
of ancient tablets and inscriptions, 
125 illustrations. $2.00. 





$2.50 
Por a travel lover 


A Pilgrimage to Jerusalem. By 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUM- 
BULL, Vivid word-pictures of the 
Holy Land as it is to-day, il!umi- 
nated’ by fifty full-page photo- 
graphs taken by the author. $2.50. 
(Only 34 copies of the book are 
left; not to be reprinted. ) 
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| with the New Books | 


The Moslem W orld.— Dr.Zwemer knows 
Muhammadanism through and through ; 
and, happily, his intimate knowledge of the 
subject has not dwarfed his sense of perspec- 
tive. Therefore in this hand-book, ‘‘ The 
Moslem World,’’ which the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement has issued as a text- 
book for study~ classes, he has told, in fair 
proportion and with unflagging interest, just 
that about Muhammadanism which the ordi- 
nary reader wants to know. Now that the 
Moslem lands are advancing to the center of 
the stage of current news, it would be well 
for the public if every newspaper editor, 
teacher, and preacher were possessed of this 
illuminating and entertaining volume. ( 7he 
Moslem World. By Samuel M. Zwemer, 
F. :R. G. S. Young People’s Missionary 
Movement, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
50 cents.) 


The Fact of Conversion.—Thinking 
men generally have ceased to deny or ignore: 
what might be called the most important and 
best evidenced facts of human life, or to 
sneer at them in the ignorant and supercil- 
ious fashion of Matthew Arnold. On the 
other hand, those who hold by the truth 
of the transformation of human life by reli- 
gious forces have learned the wisdom of not 
limiting this to a single form. . Mr. Jackson 
makes no such mistake. He recognizes the 
truth for which Bushnell stood, that a Chris- 
tiam child may never :know an hour of con- 
scious antagonism to the will and the love of 
‘God. His-book proceeds to discuss what 
‘has: been ‘written. by recent authors of ‘the 
‘rationale of conversion and its psychology, 
ithe Jatter with much caution; And it closes 
with an argument for.preaching for conver- 
sions, with striking illustrations from the 





(The Fact of Conversion. 
son, B. Ay 
cents:) 


By George Jack- 
Revell: $1.25, net; postage; 5 


hope to those who are perplexed with the 


j,mystery of sGffering in this world, who in |; 
| the midst of pain and loss and sickness find 


their vision dimmed and the sphinx’s riddle 
unsolved, To many such, this. book, -by a 
well-known and popular preacher, will bring 
help and victory, It is a series of discourses 
based upon the book of Job. , It is not a 
commentary on Job, but an. interpretation 
and application to modern times, illuminated 
by modern illustrations, The author is right 
in his view of the final success of Job as essen- 
tial to the poem and to the solution of the 
proviem. It was, and is, necessary to ex- 
press by material symbols the fact that the 
good man’s life, taken as a whole, is never a 
tragedy or a failure. Not only did Job at 
last have twice as much of earthly blessings, 
but ‘* Job himself was twice the man he was 
before.’? (Zhe Strange Ways of God. By 
the Rey. Charles R. Brown, D.D. Pilgrim 
Press. 75 cents, net; postage, 6 cents.) 


The Westminster New Testament.— 
Under this general title a series of commen- 
taries is appearing, of which the volumes un- 
der notice are on the Gospel of Matthew and 
the Acts. The announced attitude is that of 
a *‘moderate position, essentially evangeli- 
cal, yet yore oe informed and modern,’’ 
It seems out of harmony with this announce- 
ment that the general editor ‘‘ has deliberately 
elected to use the Authorized Version as 
more familiar and congenial to the general 
reader.”’ 

‘The Bible ‘text is printed in paragraph, 
with headings, and followed by brief, pithy 
notes, many of them unnecessary for a reader 
of the Revised Version. The volume on 
Matthew, contributed by the Rev. David 
Smith, M.A., presents in the Introduction 
the views of the author on the Synoptic prob- 
lem as more fully stated in his book entitled 
*¢In the Days of His Flesh.’”? They are not 
radical, yet open” the way for doubtful con- 
clusions. His attitude, however, is reverent. 
A good map of Palestine is inserted, and an 
index appended. 

The volume on Acts has the same general 
character, includes a good map, and freely 
cites the renderings of the Revised Version. 
The author, Professor Andrews, of London, 
is non-committal as to Chronology, and also 
in regard to’ Professor Ramsay’s South-Gala- 


( Continued on next page, second column) 





work of Moody, Drummond, and others. |. 
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The Surest Thing 
on Earth 


is the earth itself. Every dollar de sited 
with us has this security back of it, i. e., 


first mortgage on improved real estate. : 


We Pay 6% : 
on Time Deposits | 


Five percent on funds payable on demand. 

e have done this for 14 years—never 
been a day late in mailing semi-annual 
interest checks or in returning Time or 


Demand Deposits. 


Write for booklet telling how to 
transact business. with us by mail. 
It's free. 


; 
Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 








Widows, 
Estate Trustees; 
Churches, Societies, 
or Individuals 


desiring absolutely safe and reliable investment for 


large or small sums of money @ Le to.7% interest, 
address the old established and reliable bank, 


The Jefferson Trust Co., 
122 Grand Avenue, McAlester, Okla. 


Norte: The Depositors’ Guarantee Law of Okla- 
~=homa protects patrons of this bank. 
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BROWN’S | 
BRONCHIAL 
TROCHES 


Recognized throughout the world. as a 


stapleremedy for Coughs, Hoarseness and 
Sore Throat. Give wonderful relief in 
Lung Troubles, Bronchitis and Asthma. 





Seld everywhere Bs sont gest 
on socal rice, See 
. and 100 : per ben. 


John I..Brown & Son 
-  Beston, Mass. 


FOOD FOR A YEAR 


eeeeee eee eeeeeeeeee 300 Ibe. 
TS i ccdccvccscccccccode fae 
Dilber ss scccsccccctcccsce MOMS. 
Hass ...0- cocccccccccccee Bt Gh 
Vegetables. ........20e0022 500 tbs, 


This represents a fair ration for 
a man for one year. 





But some le eat and eat and 
yet grow ner. This means a 
defective digestion and unsuitable 


food. A one-dollar bottle of 


Scott’s Emulsion 


equals in nourishing 

ten poundsof meat. Your 
physician can tell you how it 
does it. 





Send this advertisement, together with name of 
paper in which it appears, your address and four 
cents to cover postage, and we will send you a 
“Complete Handy Atlas of the World” 3 3 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pear! Street, New York 


' Free from anything harmful., 








$$$ + 
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. LESSON FOR DECLCMBER 13 (: Kings 8) 








This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no — like cleanly 
paras i oy +) why the bea 
cher keeps and every part 
his spick and span. it's as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furuiture give.arelish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


in plain guarantees that every 
thing whe od kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 














J? PELDUBETS SW 


Y 
bes Woes, ag, Zs 


) as Eves See 


By F. N. PELOUBET, D.D. and 
AMOS R. WELLS, M.A. 


The World’s Greatest Commentary on the Inter- 
national Sunday Scheol Lessons for 1909 


The thirty-fifth volume of this wonderful 
book is, if possible, more attractive and 
helpful than its brilliant predecessors. 
Peloubet’s ‘‘Select Notes’’ take the best 
and most natural method of presenting 
the vast amount of lesson lore which they 
contain. The present volume should be 
in the hands of every teacher and student 
of the International Lessons. 


Price in cloth, $1.25 postpaid 
For sale by all booksellers and by the publishers 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Boston Chicago 


NY, SELECT NOTES 














The Trumbull 
Dear Book 


Daily readings for life’s every- 
day problems, compiled from 
the writings of Henry Clay 
Trumbull by Caroline K. Her- 
rick. Cloth, 35 cents ; padded 
leather, 60 cents; postpaid, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 








1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


GIFTS £OR SUNDAY SCHOOL PUPILS 


marks and Booklets. 10 cents each and up. Send for 
catalog. Ibbotson Bros., Richfield Springs, N.Y. 


UROPE—8us* MAN’S TOUR, ONLY $175. 
EUROPE Bther eure. jong snd anerty st 
Temple Teurs, 8—C. Beacon St., Boston, Mass 
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| Children at Home 





Bessie’s Haymow Adventure 
By Margaret Whitney 


“ OW, Charlie, you promised to let me 
ride, too, if you could make it 
work, and I have not had a single 

ride, while. you and Walter have each had 

six.’’ 

**Well, if you will be sure to hold on 
we’ll give you a ride,’’ said Walter, ‘but 
you must not let go. Then Charlie and I are 
going after berries along thie meadow fence, 
and you may go along with us.”’ 

Bessie, Charlie, and Walter were alone for 
the afternoon ; their father and mother had 
gone to the city. Walter was twelve, and 
They were both quite large, 
and were often left alone at home with Bes- 
sie, who was nearly nine. They had gone to 
the barn, and while there they thought they 
would ride to the top by taking hold of the 
rope to which the hay fork was attached and 
pulling each other up. , 

Hf their father and mother had been there 
they would not have allowed them to do this 
but the children were alone and never thought 
of danger. Walter had pulled Charlie up 
several times and then Charlie pulled Walter 
up. The pulley worked easily and Bessie 
had been coaxing for a ride so they agreed to 
give her one if she would hold on tight. 

Bessie caught hold of the rope and away 
she went to the top of the barn. 
time the pulley stuck fast when she reached’ 


the fop- The boys could not make it work to’ 
er down and they called to her to drop 


bring ) 
on thehay beneath. Although she must drop 
ten or twelve feet they knew it would not 
hurt her. She did as they told her and 
called to them that she was all right. 

Now came the question as to how she was 
to be gotten down. The barn was new and 
no provision had been made as yet for getting 
into the top. The men who had been put- 
ting in hay had gone up and down on this 
rope and that was where the children got the 
notion of trying it themselves. They had no 
ladder long enough to reach to the place 
where Bessie was and if they had such a lad- 
der the boys could not have managed it by 
themselves. 

** Charlie, you go to Mr. Albert’s house 
and ask him to come and help us and I will 
stay here with Bessie,’’ said Walter who felt 
responsible for the whole affair, as he was the 
oldest. Charlie came back alone in a little 
while and said that there was no one at home 
at the Albert house. : 

‘* Well, we must do something soon,” said 
Walter, ‘‘ for there is a storm coming, and I 
heard papa say that it was not safe in a barn 
full of new hay while it was lightning. Just 
then they saw Frank Nelson, who lived near 
them, coming down the road and called to 
him to come in. 

Frank was sixteen years old and being a 
capable boy he soon thought of a plan to get 
Bessie down and was carrying it out with the 
help of the boys. 

‘** Charlie, you and Walter gather up all 
the short pieces of board you can fifid, and I 
will nail them to the upright pieces at the side 
of the barn.’”? He went up higher and 
higher, and the boys carried the boards up 
this ladder to him. 

Just as the first clap of thunder was heard 
Bessie saw Frank’s head above the hay. He 
helped her down the ladder, and they ran to 
the house in the first downpour. The 
children’s parents came home after the storm 
and-when Mr. Gaines saw the substantial 
ladder Frank had built in the emergency he 
insisted on paying him the same as a regular 
carpenter would have charged. The child- 
ren had enough experience riding on the hay 
fork, and needed no telling from their parents 
never to do this again. 
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Each volume 75° 
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DON’T WAIT 
For Your Club Organizer 


To Ask You 


for your 1909 subscription. In order to bring your 
school up to the Golden Jubilee standard, « Every 
teacher and officer in our school receiving The Sun- 
day School Times every week,’’ he will be after every- 
body. But everybody can help him by going straight 
to him with seventy-five cents, and a hearty “ Please 
renew my subscription ; and here’s another seventy-five 
cents from a friend of mine—a new subscriber.” 

Will you help all you can to make your school one 


of the Jubilee Standard Bearers? 


THE Sunpay ScHoot Times COMPANY 


1031 WALNUT STREET, - - PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 











CALENDARS 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL PEOPLE 


10 Cents 


The Sunday School Calendar contains choice quotations, 
the date, title, location, and Golden Text of each Inter- 
national Sunday-school lesson of the month, and a daily 
Bible reading reference under each day’s date. 10 cents. 


25 Cents 


The Sunday School and Chautauqua Booklet. Edited 
by Grace LeicH Duncan. Four days to each page ; choice 
quotations from all sources on each page. On Sundays, the 
International Lesson is noted—location, title, Golden Text. ? 
Neatly bound with silk cord. 25 cents. 


50 Cents 


The Bible Reader’s Friendship Calendar. A pad of 
separate leaves in neat metal raised frame, to rest on a desk. 
Morning and evening quotations, with space between for 
memoranda. The first page is a neat Christmas presenta- 
tion card. ~50 cents. Mounted on~ polished wood ‘base, 
75 cents ; on acard, with silk cord, for hanging up, 75 cents, 








For SALE BY THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 
1031 WALNUT STREET, - - PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

















Holman Bib 


Always insist on getting Holman 
edition. Best at Any Price. 
Ask YouR BOOKSELLER. 


les 


IF YOU ARE PARTICULAR 


Holman Bibles se “sec>esseaiier 


SELLER. 
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N Fo before in all its Illustrious History has The Christian Herald tabs more Irresistibly Attractive than it is 
"Today. Its Innumerable Literary and Artistic Treasures Captivate at Sight and Endear this thecee of American 
Weeklies to the Heart of Every Reader: Every one of its Fifty-two Weekly 
Issues is worth a Year's Subscription, yet if, at any.time within Three Months of 
the date of your subscription, you should prefer to undo the transaction, we will 
Immediately Refund the: ws ull Amount, and you will have had a Trial Trip Free. 
* * * * * * 

| Now, a thing or two more: The 52 Issues. of. The Christian Herald 
Contain in the course of a year as. Much Reading Matter and as Many Illustrations 
as Any Four of the Dollar ‘Magazines, yet its Subscription Price is Only 
. $1.50, and with Every Yearly Subscription our Marvelous Family Art Gallery | 
Mroala Oceateaar lara 1k tcc Luxe (Aggregating One Thowsand Square Inches) goes FREE. 



































For Young and Old “r= ro= 


The a Volume of aa — * che 
Mabie, under the Captivating Title, World-Famed 
Stories and » is a book for the Library 
Table, to be read aloud on winter evenings; a ver- 
itable Treasure-House of Fiction. 

Here are the stories that Young Folks Instinctively 
Love and Delight in; that Old Folks keenly Relish ; 
Stories that Appeal’ fo the Heart at Eight or Eighty; 
that Develop the Budding Mind and Strengthen the 
oral Character, and that, in some Subtle sna 
ever Fail to Make Us, who are Gaining in Years, 
Y ounger, Fresher and Better for having read them. 


Loved By All the World 


Here, too, in the second half of this Generous Vol- 
e, are the Legends that have Rocked the Cradle of 
ations in their Infancy, and have been handed down 
the ages; that are ined in the 


; are, many 
of them, Old eet be New long after 
we are 

Thus does this D Delightful Volume present in its 
540 Beautifully Printed Pages the Stories and 
Legends that Yesterday, To-Day and Forever exert 
Irresistible. Fascination over Old and Young; that are 
Baek alae errata gathered from 
the Imperishable Literature of the World. 


We feel so delighted withour beautiful Art Gallery 
De Luxe, that we hardly ‘dare comment upon it lest 
we overdo it. Yet, any complimentary words we can 
think of fail to do justice to this rare’ collection. 

Nothing that we have been privileged-to offer our 
subscribers during the past ten’ yeats can compare with 
this consummate achievement of refined art. 


FREE to All Subscribers 


Our Gallery De Luxe, which contains Six 

Beautiful hig Splendidly 5 Penna in 14 Colors, 

1,000 square inches, will be sent 

nite all who subectbe for The Christian 

Herald, ‘Auli 9b or without premium. It is a 

Free Gift of the Publisher to his Subscribers, and if it 

be that, for the time being or in the years to come, it 

afford them and their families any measure of real enjoy- 
ment, he will feel himself more than repaid. 


What $2.00 Will B 


We will send this Great WORLD. 
STORIES AND LE DS, 540 
Bound in Red and Gold; Our 
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-- THe CHRISTIAN HERALD to January 
1, 1910 (ALL THREE), For Only 


| 9 : ye If at Any Time within Three Months of the date of your Subscription you are Not 
Our Iron-clad Guaranty © Entirely Pleased with The Christian Herald, our Art Gallery de Luxe, or Any Premium 
that you may select, we will Refund to You the Amount you Paid, Without any Deduc. 

tion Whatsoever. And on this basis we respectfully invite you to subscribe for The Christian Herald, the Brightest, Most Ably Edited and 


Best. Family Paper in the World—Published Fifty-two Times a Year—«<The Magazine that Fully Satisfies.”” DO IT TO-DAY! Address : 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 160 to 170 Bible House, New York City 
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